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MILE MARKER 

A Thor Diesel Club Member Publication 

    I t has been a busy three months for Karen and me since our last newsletter 

and departure from our Florida winter location in Clermont.  We attended the mini-

rally in Breaux Bridge, LA and headed off to Sevierville to assume our Spring Rally 

Master duties.  Once the Spring Rally was over we headed to Cincinnati to see the 

kids and grandkids for a couple of months.  Currently we are in the Finger Lakes 

region of New York, what a beautiful place to visit!  Well enough about us Χ ! 

      As a club we have had mini-rallies in Breaux Bridge, LA and Marion, NC prior to 

our Spring Rally and our Great Lakes Region had a mini-rally in conjunction with the 

FMCA GLAMARAMA in Goshen, IN following the Spring Rally.  We have more rallies 

planned in the coming months in Verona, NY, Creede, CO, Fredericksburg, TX, San 

Diego, CA; and our annual, end of the year rally, in the Outer Banks, NC.  As you can 

see our Regional concept has taken off in a big way.  I would like to encourage 

everyone to visit our website often to keep abreast of TDC activities. 

     I have been communicating with our Fall International Rally team and it looks like 

we are on pace to have a record breaking attendance this year.  As of today we have 

105 coaches registered with 33 of those coaches being first timers! 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

Many of you have requested some kind of TDC logo items to display on your coach such as yard flags/signs or 
some other form of advertisement.  We have been in the process of designing and ordering Thor Diesel Club 
plaques to be mounted with your FMCA egg.  We ordered some plaques to identify our club officers and we have 
ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ άaŜƳōŜǊέ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ and garden flags that will be available for sale at our International Rally in October 
(photo samples below).   
 
 
 

Safe Travels! 
 

Jack 
  

Your FMCA  
Egg Here 

 



 
 

REGION S UPDATE  

 

 

We are happy to announce that with Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky stepping up to 

volunteer as Directors for the Midwest Region, we now have a Regional Director 

for each of our 9 Regions!  Just a little tidbit about Kirk & Susan: they are one of 

those rare South Dakota members who actually own a home in South Dakota and 

live part of the year in Sioux Falls! Thank you, Kirk & Susan! 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

REGIONS AND DIRECTORS  

 

Eastern æ Bob & Sandy Smith æ niceguy0250@att.net 

Great Lakes æ Pete & Diane Stojanovich æ p_stojano@yahoo.com 

North  West æ Jerry & Judie Lehenbauer æ jerrylehenbauer@me.com 

Rocky Mt. æ Ed & JoAnn Starck æ itsdark@msn.com 

South  Central æ J.R. & Lou Robertson æ jrrob@sbcglobal.net 

South  East æ Bill & Judi McGee æ jmcgee1827@knology.net 

North  East æ John & Carol King æ cking63@twcny.rr.com 

Midwest æ Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky æ kaptunkk@msn.com 

Western æ Dennis & Margo Lehmann æ margomml@yahoo.com 

 

  

KIRK & SUSAN KUWITZKY 
Midwest Regional Directors 

mailto:ronrickard@gmail.com
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April 11 æ 13, 2016  

~  South Central Region Spring Mini -Rally ~  

Cajun Palms RV Resort, Beaux Bridge LA 

 Hosts: Malcolm & Lydia Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A total of 20 coaches attended the SC Spring Rally, for the first rally held in Louisiana. The 20 coaches 

represented 5 of the clubõs different regions. The weather was almost perfect with all but one of the 

rain showers occurring during the night.  

Cajun Palms RV Resort in Breaux Bridge, LA is full service with a movie theatre, meeting/party room, 

workout facilities, laundry, arcade room, video poker, grocery store, Charlieõs Bar and Grill, and a swim 

up bar at one of the 3 swimming pools.  

On arrival Sunday the 10th we had a meet and greet with a sampling of some Cajun appetizers boudin 

and hog head cheese along with the regular chips and dips. Danielle Stracener provided a home 

cooked chicken and sausage gumbo that was enjoyed by all. 

A general meeting was held on Monday and future club activities were discussed with Jack Arnold and 

JR Robinson. Anson Adams, Thorõs Customer Service Field Rep, made a cursory visit to the rally and 

shared some insights of things to come from Thor.  Anson also visited some of the coaches and 

discussed issues with some of the attendees. 

Activities for the rally included golfing at one of the many local courses, shopping at different local 

areas, dining out at Patõs overlooking the water, and tours of the Tabasco Factory. 

Thanks to the Rally Masters Malcolm and Lydia Smith, and the support from Billy and Danielle 

Stracener for a great rally ! 

 

 

 

RALLY ROUND UP 

 

Rally attendees arrived on 

Sunday, April 10 and enjoyed a 

meet and greet in the rally hall :  

snacks provided and BYOB.   

It was a great time to meet with 

and share time with friends, old 

and new. 

 



South Central Region Spring Mini -Rally  continued 

          

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 24 ð 29, 2016 

~ TDC Mini Pre Rally ~  

Tom Johnson Rally Park, Marion NC 

Hosts: Bob & Sandy Smith 

 

Bob and Sandy Smith made arrangements for anyone wanting to get 

together just prior to the Spring Rally  in Sevierville, to be able to do so 

in Marion, NC.  About a dozen coaches were able to make it at Tom 

Johnsonõs Rally Park for the week before the Spring Rally.  This was a 

great way to spend more time together, then caravan in a convoy to 

River Plantation RV Resort.  If you were at the Spring Rally when Bob and 

Sandyõs attendees arrived, it was quite the sight to see so many Thors 

and Mandalays coming in to the gate all together!  

 

Thank you for a wonderful idea, Bob and Sandy, and for coordinati ng this 

Mini Pre -Rally!  
 

 

 

                          

Much fun was had by all, especially Bill Troendle and Jim Olson! But the big 

question is, who survived sucking crawfish? 



     

 

 

April 24 æ 29, 2016 

~ TDC Spring Rally  Spring in the Smokies  ~ 

River Plantation RV Resort, Sevierville TN 

 Hosts: Jack & Karen Arnold, Jim & Coby Olson 

 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ wŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /lub, with a total of 70 motorcoaches 
in attendance!  Out of these, 19 were either new members or first time attendees at a Spring 

Rally.  The spring weather was perfect, with scattered showers for only just one day. 

The River Plantation RV Resort in Sevierville was well equipped to host our rally.  It is a full service 
campground with an outdoor pavilion that could seat 80-90 people with an adjacent lawn and 
fire ring.  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴ-house catering, is capable of seating 300 
people.  The convention center had a stage and audio visual equipment available which was put 

to good use throughout the week.  

The campground was just up the road from Dollywood, Gatlinburg, and Smoky Mt. National 
Forest.  Free time was provided in the schedule and many members took advantage of this and 
toured the local area attractions including the National Forest to observe the spring beauty and 

wildlife, bears, deer, and tons of turkeys. 

On arrival day, Sunday the 24th, we had a pot luck dinner with the club providing the entrée of 
fried chicken.  .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘΩǎ ƛƴ-house caterer, ά/ƘŜŦΩǎ 
Catering.έ  

Among the special events attended by our members was a golf outing in which 20 golfers 
scrambled at the Sevierville Golf Club with prizes awarded to the winning teams; and a group of 
45 members enjoyed the BushΩs Baked Beans factory tour. 

 

 

 



Spring Rally continued 

Some of the other highlights of the Spring Rally in the Smokies: 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

Thor Motor Coach provided a 
company overview by Adam 
Gudger and Anson Adams.  Megan 
Hiland of Freightliner provided a 
business overview.  Anson Adams 
and Jeff Cox (Thor Technician) 
spent 1 ½ days working on member 
coaches which was an unplanned 
surprise. 

 

We had three well attended 
campfires with laser light shows 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ άCƛǊŜǎǘŀǊǘŜǊκ[ŀser 

Guy,έBill Troendle. 
 

 

A private performanŎŜ ά¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ wŜŘ 
{ƪŜƭǘƻƴέ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ур ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ. 

 



Spring Rally continued 

                                                                                         

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We heard some special previews about upcoming rallies: 

  

 The 2017 Spring Rally will be in Claremore, OK!  Does anyone know these wenches and scalawags? 

 

In typical TDC tradition, members gave 
generously to designated charities, 
donating almost $1200 to Big Brothers 
and Sisters of Knoxville Tennessee, 
Homes for our Troops, Sevier County 
Food Ministries Food Bank and 
Wilderwood Service Dogs. 

 

 

Tina Barina sold many tickets for the 
handmade quilt that will be raffled at the 
International Rally, benefitting Homes for 
Our Troops. 

 
 
 

On each of three nights, bountiful baskets of locally purchased items were raffled & a 
50/50 raffle was held on the last night. 

  

 


