
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Volume Six, Issue One                                                                                                                                                                    January – March 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

MILE MARKER 

A Thor Diesel Club Member 

Publication 

Karen and I have spent the last 3 months at our winter location in Clermont Florida.  

We have been fortunate to have run into several other TDC members that were 

traveling or staying in the local area.  Like a good TDC member we took the opportunity 

to get together and share a meal and drink.  In a couple of weeks, we will start our 

summer travel and head for the pre-spring rally in Branson and onward to Claremore 

Oklahoma for our Spring Rally. 

Your Board, Regional Directors, and Rally Masters have been busy putting together a 

fun filled rally schedule for 2017 and I would encourage you to visit our website, 

“Coming Events,” to get additional information and register for some of these rallies: 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/.  New events and updates are added frequently so I ask 

that you check back often.  

If you met up with other TDC members during the year please share your meeting by 

sending some photos to our Facebook Editor, Judy Copeland jccopeland@ec.rr.com 

and our Newsletter Editor, Michele Yuskiewicz ThorDieselClubNews@gmail.com.  We 

also have a group page on RVillage; www.rvillage.com/group/473/fmca-thor-diesel-

club that many of our members frequent and share their travel stories. 

I received several emails every year from members looking for information on how to 

contact Thor Motor Coach (TMC).  TMC has a good website that has links to resources 

and information about your Thor product.  If you have not visited this website, please 

take some time to check it out: www.thormotorcoach.com/motorhome-owners-

resources/. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

As a club, we try to keep everyone informed but we do try to limit the number of emails to 

those of most importance.  All club emails are sent from the President’s email address: 

thor.diesel.club.president@gmail.com.  

If you are not receiving club emails, please check your trash folder. 
 

We hope to see you at one of the many rallies scheduled this year. 
Until Next Time - Safe Travels! 

Jack 
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REGIONS UPDATE 

 

Special welcome and thanks to our newest Regional Directors!! 
 

Holly and DuWyne Geist 
North West Region Directors 

 

 
 

 

REGIONS AND DIRECTORS 

 

Eastern – Bob & Sandy Smith – niceguy0250@att.net 

Great Lakes – Pete & Diane Stojanovich – p_stojano@yahoo.com 

North West – DuWyne & Holly Geist – myblack69gto@aol.com 

Rocky Mountains – Ed & JoAnn Starck – itsdark@msn.com 

South Central – J.R. & Lou Robertson – jrrob@sbcglobal.net 

South East – Joe & Sharon Kuebler – rjkuebler@aol.com 

North East – John & Carol King – cking63@twcny.rr.com 

Midwest – Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky – kaptunkk@msn.com 

Western – Dennis & Margo Lehmann – margomml@yahoo.com 
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 Florida RV SuperShow 

Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa FL 

Joe & Sharon Kuebler - Regional Directors, SE Region 

January 17-22, 2017 

 We had a lot of demand to attend the Tampa Show.  We could have as many spaces we wanted 

up to the time they closed registration.  Lesson to be learned for next year and beyond, register 

early!  We managed to secure 31 spaces and could keep them full even with 3 cancellations.  We also 

had 17 other coach families staying in surrounding campgrounds or living locally for a total of 48 

coaches.  This was the biggest showing in our 4-year history of attending this event as the TDC. 

 Many of our members spent time in and around the TMC (diesel) displays at General RV and 

Camping World answering questions and promoting TMC products.  We passed out approximately 

200 TDC promotional post cards to prospective buyers. 

 We held our annual dinner at the Hillsborough County Fairgrounds because we outgrew Pat 

& Fred Koritta’s home, which is a good thing!  Great facility and very helpful staff.  This facility has 

some limited camp sites and are willing to expand to accommodate up to 50 sites with a combination 

of full hook up to water and 30/50-amp service.  They also have 2 dump stations and are looking to 

install some temporary dump facilities to allow additional coaches to have dump service without 

moving your coach.  Our SE Regional Director, Joe Kuebler will be working with the fairgrounds to 

define these facilities and report to the Board of Directors. 

 

 
 

For more information about the 2017 Florida RV SuperShow, visit 
www.rvbusiness.com/2017/01/florida-rv-supershow-shatters-attendance-high/. 

 

 

 

RALLY ROUND UP 

 

https://www.rvillage.com/albums/photo/view/album_id/14138/photo_id/78277


 

 

 
 

Announcement and Invitation From 

Dennis and Margo Lehmann 

Western Region Directors 

 
We are very excited and looking forward to attending our 2nd Western Regional Rally 

in Paso Robles, California, also known as wine country, on April 10-14!  The Rally 

Masters Rick & Kathy Mitchell, Pam & Chris Lind, and Greg & Judi LaSalle have 

planned all the events and meals right down to the last detail, including: 

 Welcome Happy Hour and Dinner (on the first night) 

 Hearst Castle Tour 

 Two Wine Tours 

 Estella Warbirds Museum 

 Automobile Display 

 Golf 

 Shopping Day   

Plus of course meeting all our new TDC members and seeing our friends from our 

1st exciting rally in San Diego!   

We hope to see a lot of new and old friends at the Oklahoma Rally in May!  

Safe travels,    

Dennis and Margo Lehmann 
TDC Western Region Directors   

 

 

      



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

What are we getting INTO? 
An overview of FMCA’s International Area 

                         By Nancy Jarossy 
       Director to the FMCA 

 
 As a chapter of FMCA, the Thor Diesel Club is a member of FMCA’s International 
Area.  International chapters don’t fit into any of the nine geographic areas because they 
cross geographic boundaries.  There are currently 63 chapters in the International Area, 
more than in any of the other areas.  International chapters cover a wide array of interests.   
Besides TDC, other international chapters include those who own a particular motorhome 
brand/model and those based on a common interest such as music, sports, amateur radio, 
handicapped RVers, single RVers, golfers, Elks International, Military Veterans, 4 
Wheelers, NASCAR, and gaming aficionados; as well as service-related groups such as 
Habitat for Humanity. Many TDC members are also members of other international 
chapters. 

 The International Area has a not-for-profit association designed to promote and 
improve communication between FMCA and all FMCA international chapters. This 
association is the International Area Organization (INTO).  The association has its own 
bylaws and standing rules that define its governance structure.  David Kessler serves as 
president of the International Area Organization and is an FMCA national area vice-
president.  Given the large number of chapters in the area, INTO has 4 Vice-Presidents, 
each representing 25% of the chapters.  INTO Vice President Paul Mitchell represents the 
Thor Diesel Club.   

 A primary function of each FMCA area association is to plan and carry out their 
annual area rally.  Although the 2017 INTO area rally is planned May 1-5 in Branson, 
Missouri, this popular destination sold out within 6 weeks given the limited sites.  A larger 
venue in February 2018 is planned at the Pima County Fairgrounds in Tucson, Arizona. 

 You can read more about the International Area Organization at their website:   
http://intlareaorg.homestead.com/. 

 

 

 

 

UPDATE 
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FMCA 95th International Convention 

Chandler, AZ 

Submitted by Nancy Jarossy, Director to the FMCA 

March 7-10, 2017 

FMCA’s 95th International Convention, held in Chandler Arizona, March 7-10, was a rousing good 

time.  Official attendance at the “Rally in the Valley” was 2,273 family coaches and 354 commercial 

coaches, for a total of 2,627, the largest FMCA convention since 2011. The exhibit hall was packed 

with over 300 vendors. FMCA’s advertising promotion offering free day visitor passes for the exhibit 

hall seemed successful in drawing the shoppers.  New Thor Arias and Venetians were on display by 

La Mesa RV.  The busy schedule of seminars offered something for every attendee.  Seminar rooms, 

morning coffee service, and the afternoon ice cream social were all located in the Rawhide Western 

Town, where it was fun to sense the flavor of the old west.  The Frustrated Maestros Chapter 

performed music and song each morning with coffee.  Three enjoyable nights of evening 

entertainment included a comedian, a country rock singer and a variety dance band. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Adcock, our FMCA President, gave a 

well-attended talk on the future of FMCA and 

the potential for remodeling the organization 

to welcome families that travel in RVs other 

than motorcoaches.  As your TDC National 

Director to FMCA, Nancy joined a gathering of 

the International Organization (INTO) Area, 

with Q&A moderated by our INTO President 

David Kessler.  She also attended a Candidates’ 

Forum, to meet those running for FMCA Officer 

Positions; elections will take place in July. 

 

 



(FMCA 95th International Convention, continued) 

 

Thor Diesel Club members gathered one afternoon along the Riverwalk for Happy Hour with good 

food, drinks and fellowship.  Present were Margo & Dennis Lehmann (day visitors), Sue & Martin 

Cutter, Greg & Judi LaSalle, Mark & Joan McGahey, and Jay & Nancy Jarossy.  Also attending the 

FMCA Convention were TDC members Bruce & Jean Totten and DuWyne & Holly Geist.   

 

               

 

 

 

Members of the Thor Diesel Club were busy with volunteer duties at the rally: Nancy distributed 

Welcome Bags throughout the parking lots; Jay served coffee and donuts; Sue assisted with 

seminars; Greg and Judi worked security.  Rally volunteering is a great way to meet people and have 

fun.  We already have Indianapolis on our mind for the FMCA International Convention in July 2017. 

 

 

 



 
 
    

Date Event Contact 

April 10-14 
Western Regional Rally 

Paso Robles, CA (Wine Country) 

Judi & Greg LaSalle 

Chris & Pam Lind 

Rick & Kathy Mitchell 

April 26-30 
Eastern Region Mini-Rally 

Mt. Airy, NC 
Bob & Sandy Smith 

May 1-5 

Pre-Spring Mini-Rally (Joining with 
FMCA International Area Rally) 

Branson, MO 

Bill & Barbara Troendle 

May 7-12 
TDC Spring Rally 

Claremore, OK 

JR & Lou Robertson 

Pete & Diane Stojanovich 

June 11-15 
Midwest Region First Rally 

Yankton, SD 
Kirk Kuwitzky 

June 11-16 
Northeast Regional Rally 

Mystic, CT 
Carol & Jack King 

Sept 14-19 

Rocky Mountain Region 

Pre-FMCA Rocky Mountain Area Ramble 

Albuquerque, NM 

Ed and Jo Ann Starck 

Ken and Gisela Koplin 

Sept 20-23 
Great Lakes Region Fall Mini-Rally 

Empire, MI 
Iggy & Cindy Konrad 

 
Oct 1-6 

Hawaiian Theme 

TDC International Rally 

Goshen, IN 

John & Anita Gavagnini 

Bill & Donna Weisiger 

Bud & Cyndi Wheatley 

Oct 22-27 
Outer Banks Mini Rally 

Cape Hatteras, NC 

Tom & Judy Copeland 

Bill & Rebecca Wright 

Check our website for Rally Flyers, details and registration information.  Keep up to date!  
As more rallies become available they will be posted at http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

 

WHERE WE WILL GO NEXT?   
 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/

