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MILE MARKER 

A Thor Diesel Club Member Publication 

 For the past 3 months, Karen and I have been traveling this wonderful 

country visiting friends and attending TDC rallies as we made our escape from 

Hurricane Irma, thanks to deciding to spend a few weeks at our winter place in 

Florida.  Talk about timing!  Due to our unplanned departure from Florida we were 

able to visit some sites in Kentucky and spend time with family in Ohio.  On our way 

to the Great Lakes Regional Rally in Empire, MI we took some time to visit with 

TDC friends in Mackinaw City, MI.  Now our current location is Goshen, IN where 

we anxiously await the start of our Fall International Rally! 

 Our Fall International Rally will be starting in a few days and we’re looking 

forward to seeing some old friends and making many new ones.  By the time this 

newsletter is published, the Fall International Rally will be in full swing.  We only 

have one more planned rally this year in the Outer Banks of NC. Typically, this rally 

is well attended and we always have room for more so if you are not registered 

please go to our website to get your registration materials.  The first event for 2018 

is the Tampa RV Super Show.  We announced earlier that we were working on 

additional offsite camping accommodations at the Hillsborough Fairgrounds but we 

and the fairgrounds have run into a bureaucratic snag and the details will not be 

worked out in time for the Tampa Show.  If you are interested in attending and 

staying on the Tampa RV Show fairgrounds with the TDC group, please visit 

www.frvta.org/show/florida-rv-supershow and register.  Once you receive your 

confirmation from the fairgrounds please let our Rally Master Joe Kuebler know so 

you can be added to the list (email Joe at rjkuebler@aol.com). 
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Our prayers are with all who have suffered any loss due to the devastating hurricanes that 

recently wreaked havoc in our country, both on the mainland and in our US territories of 

Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands.  If you or any of your loved ones were affected, please 

know that we continue to keep you in our prayers.  If you are experiencing any specific needs 

for which we might be able to help, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

We hope to see you at one of our upcoming rallies. 
Until Next Time - Safe Travels! 

Jack 
 

 

http://www.frvta.org/show/florida-rv-supershow
rjkuebler@aol.com


REGIONS UPDATE 

 

Welcome New Regional Directors! 
Billy and Danielle Stracener from Youngsville, LA are our new  

Directors for the South Central Region. 

Thank you for your support! 

 
 

THANK YOU to JR and Lou Robertson who have served as Regional Directors 

since the inception of the Region concept. 

Your hard work managing the South Central Region has been greatly 

appreciated! 

 

 

REGIONS AND DIRECTORS 

 

Eastern – Bob & Sandy Smith – niceguy0250@att.net 

Great Lakes – Pete & Diane Stojanovich – p_stojano@yahoo.com 

Northwest – DuWyne & Holly Geist – myblack69gto@aol.com 

Rocky Mountains – Ed & JoAnn Starck – itsdark@msn.com 

South Central – Billy & Danielle Stracener – wstracener3@yahoo.com  

Southeast – Joe & Sharon Kuebler – rjkuebler@aol.com 

Northeast – John & Carol King – cking63@twcny.rr.com 

Midwest – Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky – kaptunkk@msn.com 

Western – Dennis & Margo Lehmann – margomml@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ronrickard@gmail.com
mailto:ronrickard@gmail.com
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WHEN WILL I GET MY RALLY PACKET? 

The better question would be: “Where can I find my rally registration packet?” 

If you’re a relatively new member to the Thor Diesel Club (TDC), and even if you’ve been 

around for awhile, you might not realize that we do not mail any club business, 

including rally registration packets.   

Why not? Unlike Good Sam, FMCA, or other clubs, TDC is a small, non-profit RV club 

operating on a limited budget. All club business is communicated via email, which 

is why we constantly remind you to make sure TDC emails are not being directed 

to your junk box. 

Then how can I complete my rally registration? Simple! When you decide that you are 

interested in attending a rally, just go to our website and click on the link for 

Coming Events.  Each upcoming rally will have links for flyers with information and 

registration forms which you can download and return to the Rally Masters to 

secure your registration.  Once you show up, you will be given everything you need 

such as name tags, schedules and any other goodies pertaining to that rally.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Our FMCA National Director, Nancy Jarossy has been very active representing our club. 
Through her participation at a number of meetings we are pleased to share the following with 
our members: 

 At the FMCA Governing Board Meeting a motion was approved to amend the FMCA Articles of 
Incorporation and the FMCA Constitution to change the words “motor coach or motor home” to 
“recreation vehicle.”  Recreation vehicle is defined as a self-contained wheeled vehicle that includes 
permanently installed cooking, sleeping, and sanitary facilities.  A change to the Constitution 
requires approval by a simple member majority.  Printed ballots must be mailed to FMCA’s audit 
firm by Nov. 30, 2017. 

 FMCA International Area (INTO) elections were conducted in July with the following outcomes: 
President:   David Kessler (will be attending our Fall International Rally in Goshen) 
Senior Vice President:  George Schremp 
Vice President:   Paul Mitchell (assigned to represent Thor Diesel Club, among others) 
Vice President:   Diana Donnelly 
Vice President:   John McPherson 
Vice President:   Sherry Targum 
Secretary:   Dick Lowman 
Treasurer:   Carol Klenow 
Newsletter Editor:  Maxine Schremp 

 Future FMCA International Conventions 

2018 Winter Convention in Perry, Georgia March 15 through 18 
2018 Summer Convention in Gillette, Wyoming July 18 through 21 
2019 Winter Convention in Tucson, Arizona or Pomona, California 
2020 Summer Convention in Rock Springs, Wyoming or Redmond, Oregon 

 

      
 

 

UPDATE 



 

 Northwest Region Rally 

Oak Harbor, WA 

Hosted by: Holly & DuWyne Geist - Regional Directors, NW Region 

July 17-20, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, I would like to warn new Rally Masters to spend a few nights at the park you will be 

booking.  Second, start early.  We stayed at a very nice RV park at the south end of the 

Deception Bridge which connects Whidbey Island to Fidalgo Island. We could walk the 

1.5-mile loop trail to the beach.   

 

 

Although we were warned that the RV park was in the 

path of naval jet training flight paths we really did not 

appreciate how close it was until Monday morning.  The 

pilots were re-certifying for carrier landings so they came 

in low and hot. WELL, when they came over us we could 

read the serial numbers of the planes’ belly parts! The 

noise was incredible! I want to congratulate all those who 

stayed for the entire rally! 

 

We explored the area during the day and did not hear 

the jets.  We had plenty to do and shared our experiences 

in the evenings while enjoying wonderful food prepared 

by DuWyne. The training usually was completed by 2AM. 

Breakfast times were adjusted accordingly. Members with 

hearing aids didn’t seem to have a problem sleeping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RALLY ROUND UP 

 

We offered breakfast 

every morning and had 

great turn outs (except 

for a couple of slug-a-

beds). 

 

The first North West Region Rally 

is now history.  We were a small 

group but we made up for it 

with fun and friendship. We had 

5 members and 1 from 

Colorado for a total of 6. Since 

our region has a total of 22, our 

percentage was good! 

 



Northwest Region Rally (continued) 

 

 

Our big event was a 6-hour boat tour of the San Juan Islands, looking for 

whales.  Well we did see one, a minke whale, but we did not see any orcas.  

We were late in the season and the water was warmer than usual. We did 

see bald eagles, seals and other wild life.  Mount Rainier and others with 

snow caps were stunning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We shared a lot of hard earned knowledge with each other and started 

planning the second rally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
   

  Western Region Rally 

Far Horizons 49er RV Village, Plymouth CA 

Hosted by: Patrick Stiltner 

Sept. 10-15, 2017 

 

With 24 coaches and 51 people attending and representing 5 Western States (Washington, California, 

Nevada, Arizona and Texas), we can easily conclude that the Western Region Rally was a worthwhile 

success! We received many positive comments from the attending members throughout the 5-day 

rally, along with an informal and anonymous written survey that yielded positive feedback. 

 

Highlights of the Rally included the presence of THOR Representative Jimmy Mackey, a driver safety 

presentation from the California Highway Patrol that included topics of weapons and alcohol in the 

coach, a presentation by the Michelin Tire Company Representative Chad Nettles who provided an 

on-site inspection of coach tires, and a coach detailing service. 

 

 

Educational membership-driven discussions were also conducted on fire & personal safety, 

emergency equipment, and motorhome "tips and tricks." Additionally there were games, fun, and 

contests including a white elephant gift exchange and raffle. Prizes were provided by membership 

donations, and the raffle provided cash prizes. Remaining generated funds are pending donation to 

a local non-profit charitable organization. 

 

  

 

Jimmy of TMC working on 

a rally attendee’s coach. 

 

Michelin Tire Presentation before  

going to coaches for tire questions. 

 

 

Off-site activities included a tour of 2 local 

wineries and an underground cavern tour. 



 
Western Region Rally (continued) 

 

Participant free time offered local tours of several California Gold Rush Towns, antique shopping, 

gambling at the Jackson Rancheria Casino, and golfing at a popular golf course. Participants also 

enjoyed 9 meals (4 dinners, 1 lunch, 4 breakfasts), and pastries on the final day. The dinner menus 

included California grilled sirloin, lasagna, ribs, chicken, and pulled pork with all the sides; while the 

breakfast menus consisted of scratch-made buttermilk pancakes, bacon, eggs, farmer's casserole, 

breakfast burritos, yogurts, fruits, muffins, and drinks. 

 

Rally attendees helped in many ways to make the event a success such as by pitching in with 

household duties including kitchen help and clean-up; and also providing appetizers and desserts. 

 

In closing, I enjoyed being the Rally Master for the Western Region Fall Rally, and look forward to a 

prolonged relationship with fellow THOR Diesel Owners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Spring 2018 Rally Master 
Receiving TDC Banner 

                           

            



 
   

 
  Rocky Mountain Region Pre-FMCA Rally 

American RV Park, Albuquerque NM 

Hosted by: Ed & Jo Ann Starck - Regional Directors, Rocky Mountain Region/  

Ken & Gisela Koplin 

Sept. 14-19, 2017 

 

The TDC Rocky Mountain Area Rally was held Sept 14-19, 2017 at the American RV Park in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Ed and Jo Ann Starck and Ken and Gisela Koplin were rally 

masters.  Attendees were Howard and Betsy Gossage, Mike and Jane Boden, and Fritz and 

Diane Wagoner.  Due to a prior commitment Gene and Dixie Snyder were not able to join 

us until the last day.  Some of the activities enjoyed were visiting the National Museum of 

Nuclear Science and Industry, riding the Rail Runner Express train to spend a day in Santa 

Fe, riding the Sandia Tramway, and having lunch at the historic Mineshaft Tavern in Madrid.  

Following our rally most of the attendees traveled to Farmington, New Mexico to attend the 

FMCA rally. 

 

 

 

 

 
               

 

National Museum of Nuclear Science  

and Industry 

Lunch at Mineshaft Tavern 

Madrid, NM 



 

 

Great Lakes Region Fall Rally 

Empire MI 

Hosted by: Iggy & Cindy Konrad 

Sept. 20-23, 2017 

 

Here are a few photos from the Great Lakes Region Fall Rally.  We’re sure they had a 

great time! 

  

           

 

 

 

Fish Town 
Photo credit: Jack Arnold 

Group Photo of Attendees 
Photo Credit: Bernie Patton 



 

 
 
    

Date Event Contact 

 
Oct 1-6 

Hawaiian Theme 

TDC International Rally 

Goshen, IN 

John & Anita Gavagnini 

Bill & Donna Weisiger 

Bud & Cyndi Wheatley 

Oct 4-8 

FMCA Eastern Area Rally 

State Fairgrounds of WV 

Lewisburg, WV 

FMCA 

Oct 22-27 

Eastern Region Rally 

Outer Banks 

Wave, NC 

Tom & Judy Copeland 

Bill & Rebecca Wright 

Oct 25-28 

FMCA South Central Area Rally 

Four States Fairgrounds 

Texarkana, AR 

FMCA 

Check our website for Rally Flyers, details and registration information.  Keep up to date!  
As more rallies become available they will be posted at http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

 

Have you been taking photos at rallies? 

Don’t be shy! Send them with a short description to us at 

ThorDieselClubNews@gmail.com 

 

 

WHERE WE WILL GO NEXT?   
 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/
mailto:ThorDieselClubNews@gmail.com

