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Karen and I have been staying warm at our winter location in Florida and we 

were visited over the winter by some of our TDC friends.  As with years past the 

Tampa Super Show was a huge success and I would like to thank Joe and Sharon 

Kuebler for serving as Rally Masters again this year. 

After much effort on the part of our Webmaster, Fred Barina and our 

Membership Chairman, Jim Olson we have relaunched our membership directory 

in a secure, password protected section of our web site.  Our new directory 

includes photos of our Directors, Regional Directors, Thor Motor Coach staff, and 

our membership.  If you do not have a photo included in our new directory I 

encourage you to send one to Jim Olson. 

As the next step in organizing our regions we have elevated two of our 

Regional Directors to Regional Vice Presidents: 

Rick Mitchell, Regional VP – West 

Joe Kuebler, Regional VP - East 

These new Regional VP’s will be responsible to coordinate activities in 

their respective regions and to coordinate between each other to ensure that the 

East and West schedules do not conflict with one another. 

In addition to the two Spring rallies we have several other rallies on our 

schedule and I invite you to visit on our web site the “Coming Events” tab to see 

what we have planned. We hope that you can join us at some of our planned 

activities in 2018! 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

We are in the final planning stages of our Spring Rally East in Stone MT, GA in April and Spring Rally West in Santa 

Fe, NM. In May.  I hope to see many of you are these and other regional events! 

We hope to see you at one of our upcoming rallies. 
Until Next Time - Safe Travels! 

Jack 



REGIONS UPDATE 

 Welcome New Regional Directors! 

REGIONS AND DIRECTORS 

Eastern – Bob & Sandy Smith  

Great Lakes – Pete & Diane Stojanovich 

Northwest – DuWyne & Holly Geist  

Rocky Mountains – Ken & Gisela Koplin  

South Central – Billy & Danielle Stracener  

Southeast – Joe & Sharon Kuebler (Regional VP-EAST) 

Northeast – John & Carol King  

Midwest – Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky  

Western – Rick & Kathy Mitchell (Regional VP-WEST) 

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS FOR REGIONAL DIRECTORS CAN 

BE FOUND IN THE MEMBER DIRECTORY AVAILABLE ON THE CLUB WEBSITE 

Please join us in thanking JoAnn & Ed Starck for all their hard work over 

the years as Regional Directors of the Rocky Mountains Region. 

  Gisela and Ken Koplin 

Gisela & Ken Koplin

Rocky Mountains

Regional Directors

A NOTE FROM GISELA AND KEN: 
We joined the Thor Diesel Club in 2013 and have 

attended numerous Thor Diesel Club Rallies in 
Goshen and Cape Hatteras. We sponsored two fun 

Regional Rallies with Ed and JoAnn. We hope to 
continue this with help from our Regional Members. 

Hope to see many of you in Santa Fe. Have any 
questions get in touch with us by phone or email.  

See the Member Directory for our contact 

information. 



Registration is open for FMCA’s 98th International Convention and RV Expo, 

scheduled for July 18 through 21, 2018, at the CAM-PLEX Multi-Event Facilities in 

Gillette, Wyoming.  Saddle up your RV and get ready to have a bang-up time 

visiting the Cowboy State for four days of hootin’ and hollerin’ Western fun. FMCA 

is building in more free time, more social opportunities, and more fun things to 

see and do.  Enjoy four nights of great entertainment. To register, visit 

https://site.fmca.com/fmca-dates or call the FMCA Events Department at 513-

474-3622.  As our Thor Diesel Club’s representative to FMCA, Nancy Jarossy will 

be attending the annual Governing Board meeting at this event.  Constitution and 

Bylaws amendments are among several items for which voting will be held.  The 

International Area Association (INTO) will also meet.  Nancy will plan to schedule 

a TDC gathering at the Convention – let her know if you’ll be in town!       

A redesign of your monthly magazine is in the works.  FMCA hired a design firm 

to help give the magazine a refresh, with the new design to be unveiled in May 

2018.  With that issue, the magazine’s name will change to Family RVing, 

reflecting FMCA’s expanded membership.  Also, starting with the May issue, the 

Association Calendar is renamed FMCA Events and will include two upcoming 

months of chapter rallies.  For example, the May issue will include June and July 

chapter rallies.  Rally dates for up to a year in advance will continue to be listed 

online at FMCA.com. 

UPDATE 

tel:1-513-474-3622
tel:1-513-474-3622


Tampa Super Show 

Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa FL 

Hosted by: Joe and Sharon Kuebler, Southeast Regional Directors 

January 16-21, 2018 

Between January 16 and January 21 forty-three coaches were represented 

as either direct campers at the show or day visitors.  Those that stayed at the 

Tampa State Fairgrounds arrived on Tuesday and that started 3 days of 

“happy hours” sponsored by our Club. 

RALLY ROUND UP 

The weather was chilly but some of the 

brave souls gathered anyway. 

It was a great show with Thor Diesel 

products represented in 2 displays with 2 

local vendors.  This show is said to have 

become the largest RV show in the country. 

On Friday evening the group gathered for 

dinner away from the show at the 

Hillsborough County Fairgrounds. 

We were happy to be joined by Adam Gudger, Anson Adams 

and others from the Thor Team.  This has become a much-

anticipated event since it such a great opportunity to get 

together in more relaxed atmosphere. 



More Super Show Photos…. 



Eastern Region Rally 

October 22-27, 2017 
Outer Banks, Wave NC  

Hosts: Tom & Judy Copeland, Bill & Rebecca Wright 

“One Road – Four Lights” Eastern Rally showcased the 4 lighthouses located on the North 
Carolina Outer Banks (OBX) that are joined together by One Road. These lighthouses are 
historical treasures for North Carolina with interesting and daring stories to tell. 

CURRITUCK           BODIE             HATTERAS  OCRACOKE 

Tom Avery, National Seashore Ranger, visited on Tuesday and shared lore, facts, intriguing stories 
and the importance and significance of these majestic structures. 

Currituck began protecting our shores in 1875 and is constructed with 1 million red bricks. The lighthouse is 

still active and open for climbing its 214 steps. 
Bodie, (pronounced “body”) stands at the entrance to the Cape Hatteras Seashore and today’s 

structure is actually the third lighthouse to stand on this site. 

Hatteras, located farther south in Buxton, is the nation’s tallest and most recognizable lighthouse. It is known 

as “America’s Lighthouse;” completed in 1870. It is open for climbing her 257 stairs. 
Ocracoke can be reached by air or water; the short ferry ride from Hatteras docks near the oldest still-
operating lighthouse in North Carolina. It is one of the nation’s five oldest still-active facilities; was once a safe 
haven for the infamous pirate Blackbeard. 
NC HWY 12 is the only north-south roadway along the NC OBX and connects Corolla in the north to Cedar 

Island on the south mainland (accessible only by ferry). 

The North Carolina Outer Banks (OBX) is a gleaming example of nature's beauty; thus, becoming an 
annual favorite for the Eastern Region TDC Rally. We celebrated the 4th consecutive year and scheduled 
the 5th for October 2018! 
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Anticipation begins as members weave their way across US Hwy 64 East to the Alligator River 
Bridge, across the Croatan and Roanoke Sounds and finally make a south turn onto the 
infamous NC Hwy 12 to enter the Cape Hatteras National Seashore preserve. Next is THE 
BONNER, a 2.7mile, 2-lane bridge, promising real EXCITEMENT as it spans the Oregon Inlet. 
Huge swaying derricks, flagmen signaling ONE LANE ahead, men walking on narrow beams 
high above the water and two cantilever structures standing silent in the water, offer a dazzling 
and breath-taking view and gives pause, “What have we signed up for?” 

You have signed up for spectacular sunrises and sunsets, pristine beaches, the Corolla wild 

horses, natural beauty unmatched and a few days to spend off the grid to RELAX and ENJOY. 
You must take a walk on the beach, fly a kite and view the artistry of the Kite and Paddle 
Boarders performing exhilarating feats as they glide through the waters of the Pamlico Sound 



The OBX Eastern Rally hosted 22 coaches with members from 11 states and 4 United States 
regions.  Members who traveled the farthest were Peter (TDC Vice-President) and Diane Stojanovich, 
Franklin WI  (who had an unbelievably good time) and went home with way too many OBX tee shirts! 
John and Shirley Vaniman, Ackworth GA were recognized for actually staying for the ENTIRE rally, 
unlike last year, when SHIRLEY bailed on us after the first night because of the WIND! It was sad to 
report that Allyn Stanton had to work during most of the rally; he was “hold up” in their coach. He and 
Cathy, Banner Elk NC were recognized for being “RELEASED” to have some rally fun! 

Anson Adams, Thor Customer Service Representative, and member of our 
TDC family, arrived Tuesday and spent TWO FULL days listening to every 
single one of our complaints, struggles, and whining! He’s the absolute BEST 
listener – the Grapevine relates that Anson will sigh and respond,  
“You know that THOR is the abbreviation for Things Happen On the 
Road.” Thanks for LISTENING Anson. 

Wednesday was Opening Day (and also Closing day) for the TDC 
Baseball Season.  Coaches Al and Dee Kedz drafted major 
league players for a raucous game of Beanbag Baseball, a must 
for this rally!  As in the past, the Lady Leaguers walloped the 
Men’s “MINOR” league for the Championship Win.  There was 
absolutely NO CHEATING, NO SWEARING, NO ADULT 
BEVERAGES, and NO BRAWLS allowed. The TDC Ladies 
League won fair and square – just ask Dee! 



Wednesday evening the group enjoyed a delicious and fresh 
Hatteras seafood dinner from Catering by Wanda. Plenty of 
flounder and shrimp filled the plates.  Mike Jones is a caring 
husband who created a birthday surprise for his wife, Sue. All 
enjoyed her prize-winning cake! 
Mike and Sue are the International Rally Masters who will 
 “Let the Force be with us” as we blast “Out of 
This World” with Princes Leia and Luke 
Skywalker.   

On Thursday, the ladies attended a Skin Care Seminar, complete with 
face painting (well, it was actually a charcoal mask) and lots of 
laughter. Whether young or “mature”, dry or oily, make-up or natural, 
our own Kay Ruben, Executive Senior Director for Mary Kay had all the 
solutions. A Pinky Promise prevents photos of this event!  Suffice it to 
say, “A Good Time was had by all.” 

Mahjong was the evening entertainment – an “after hours” treat hosted by Dee Kedz, the QUEEN of 
Mahjong.  Dee’s teaching skills hooked many ladies and had them begging for more of this Chinese 
tiles game. Can’t wait till next year!  

Queen	Dee	of	Mahjong	–	Love	her!	



The pancake breakfast showcased the TDC Trio, Gary Adams, Bob 
Dulin and Tom Copeland under the watchful eye of “Master Rally 
Master,” Al Kedz.   

Rita said, “Bob CAN’T cook.” Well…He is the best-kept secret SPF 
ever. (Secret Pancake Flipper). 
Thanks Gentlemen! 

The daily Kitchen Patrol 
Crew worked tirelessly to 
cook and serve up 
breakfasts and dinners 
that seemed to delight! 
Brenda Mushill’s 
signature Hatteras Clam 
Chowder had folks 
screaming for more!  
Many thanks friends. 



Throughout the week, Charles and Margaret Davis held 
“Taste Tastings” for the scrumptious peanuts prepared by 
the men’s group at their home church, Bethlehem 
Methodist, Moneta, VA. It’s a fact that their coach was 
significantly lighter when they left – those peanuts are 
GREAT and many, many jars left in other coaches. 
Proceeds go to outreach missions and local needs in 
their community. Thank you for sharing with us. 

Thank you to ALL for attending. It is our hope that you had the opportunity to stay off the grid to 
RELAX and ENJOY one of the most beautiful places to be found and that you GOT WHAT YOU 
SIGNED UP FOR.  

Safe Travels and remember to Smile, 
Your Rally Masters – Bill and Rebecca Wright (VA) and Tom and Judy Copeland (NC) 
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Friends Relaxing and Enjoying 
at the OBX 

Hope to see you again in 2018 



You don’t want to miss the  

Thor Diesel Club International Rally  

September 30, 2018 - October 5, 2018 

Elkhart County Fairgrounds 

Goshen, Indiana 

It’s going to be 

Out of This World! 

Online registration is now available at 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

Credit Cards are now accepted with no additional fees. 

Additional information is available on the website. 

Thor Diesel Club is on Facebook! 

Questions should be directed to Mike Jones at 

cmichaeljones@icloud.com 

Danger, Danger, 
Thor Diesel Club 
Members! 

Register Now! 
Resistance is 

Futile 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/
mailto:cmichaeljones@icloud.com


In Honor of the Generosity of Thor Diesel Club … 

Thor Diesel Club supports several local and national charities by taking 

donations during our National and Regional Rallies.  During 2017 our 

club donated a significant amount to Homes for Our Troops and 

Disabled American Veterans (Elkhart Chapter).  In appreciation of these 

donations we received a certificate from "Homes for Our Troops.”  

We are very proud to announce that the Elkhart Chapter of Disabled 

American Veterans will display our club logo on a new transport van they 

will be able to purchase because we donated over $3,000!  Thank you for 

your generosity if you were a part of this successful charitable endeavor. 



Date Event Contact 

April 8-12 
Western Region Mini Rally 

Buellton, CA 
Ed & Deanna Fischermann 

April 22-27 

Eastern Spring Rally 

Stone Mountain, GA 

****ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW AVAILABLE**** 

Bob & Sandy Smith 

Matt & Katy Lazar 

April 30-May 3 
South Central Regional Rally 

Grapevine TX 
Billy & Danielle Stracener 

May 6-11 
1st Western Spring Rally 

Santa Fe, NM 

Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky 

Greg & Judi Lasalle 

Gisela & Ken Koplin 

June 3-7 
(Early Registration 

deadline might apply) 

Northeast Region Rally 

Holly, NY 
Jack & Carol King 

Sept 9-14 
Western Regional Mini Rally 

Pala, CA 

To Be Announced 

Check Website for Updates 

Sept 30-Oct 5 
Out of This World 

TDC International Rally 

Elkhart Fairgrounds, Goshen IN 

****ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW AVAILABLE**** 

Joe & Sharon Kuebler 

Mike & Sue Jones 

Barry & Kay Rubin 

Oct 21-26 
Eastern Region Rally 

Outer Banks 

Jack Arnold or Al Kedz 

(Rally Masters Still 
Needed) 

Check our website for Rally Flyers, details and registration information along with upcoming 
FMCA events.  Keep up to date!  

As more rallies and details become available they will be posted at  

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

****NOTE We are pleased to announce that after much hard work by our 

Web Master, Fred Barina & our Membership Chairman, Jim Olson and 

others, we now have an online registration form for the Fall International 

Rally, available at http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/  

WHERE WE WILL GO NEXT?  

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/
http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/


Rally Packet Reminder: 

You might ask, “Where can I find my rally registration packet?” 

Please remember that we do not mail any club business, including rally 

registration packets. 

Why not? Unlike Good Sam, FMCA, or other clubs, TDC is a small, non-profit RV 

club operating on a limited budget. All club business is communicated via 

email, which is why we constantly remind you to make sure TDC emails are 

not being directed to your junk box. 

Then how can I complete my rally registration? Simple! When you decide that 

you are interested in attending a rally, just go to our website and click on 

the link for Coming Events.  Each upcoming rally will have links for flyers 

with information and registration forms which you can download and 

return to the Rally Masters to secure your registration.  Once you show up, 

you will be given everything you need such as name tags, schedules and 

any other goodies pertaining to that rally.  

Editor’s Note: 
Special thanks to Joe Kuebler for submitting the Tampa Super Show 
Rally Report and photos so quickly! 

Also, thanks as always to Nancy Jarossy for great photos & FMCA 
update AND special thanks to Barb Troendle!! 

Enjoy the spring weather! 

see you on the road, 

Michele 

TDC MAILING ADDRESS has changed! 
Please change this on all your communications and rally forms: 

Thor Diesel Club 

5753 Hwy 85N #557 

Crestview, FL 32536 



A heartfelt note of thanks from Trudy Greco 

Over the past several months I have worked with our Web Master, Fred Barina to streamline 

the membership application/renewal process by creating an online form; no more print and 

mailing of forms.  Applicants and members can go to the TDC website and select the “Join 

Us/Renew” tab to complete the form.  I invite you to go on line and view the new electronic form. 

You can select to pay by credit card and you will receive an email with an invoice and link to pay 

online with your credit card.  We did leave the download and print form active for those that want 

to copy this form to give to someone interested in joining TDC. 

While we are on the subject of electronic forms, Fred Barina has created an online 

registration form for our Spring and Fall International rallies.  We are also rolling out the electronic 

online forms for our regional rallies.  The use of online forms and invoicing will streamline the 

entire rally registration process. 

If you have any questions about the use of any of these forms please let me know. 

Jim Olson 
Membership Chairman 

FROM THE DESK OF 

THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
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