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MILE MARKER 

A Thor Diesel Club Member Publication 

We had a great turnout for the Tampa RV Super Show in January with a total of 48 

coaches staying at the fairgrounds and surrounding campgrounds.  We did have a few 

attended that live in the local Tampa area. 

 Karen and I hope all of our Northern members survived the winter and are starting 

to think about hitting the road and attending some rallies.  We have the Spring Rally – East 

in Stone Mountain, GA, and Spring Rally – West Tucson, AZ.  These are National rallies and 

are open to all TDC members.  I encourage you to visit our website frequently to review all 

upcoming rallies at www.thordieselclub.org “Coming Events.” 

 I would like to remind everyone that our regional rallies are open to everyone in 

TDC.  You can belong to a different region and attend rallies on other regions.  As you start 

to plan you travels please consider attending some Regional rallies. 

 We are continuing to grow as a club, but we do lose members every year because 

they age out or become unable to handle the rigors of RVing.  Some downsize to a non-

qualifying coach or move to a different brand.  I’m sure that there are many other reasons 

we lose members but I’m happy to announce that our overall annual loses are down from 

years past. 

 As many may already know I’m in the last year of my Presidency.  It has been an 

interesting, rewarding and at times frustrating 4 years.  I will be stepping down when we 

have elections at our International Rally in October.  Per our by-laws I posted the open 

positions and I made the first announcement to our membership.  Please review the officer 

positions that are up for election this cycle. 
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Packet? 

 Editor’s Note 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 

On the following page lists the TDC officer positions which will be up for election at the 2019 
General Meeting. If you are interested in running for any of these positions or want additional 

information, please contact a member of the Nominating Committee: 

Mike Jones – Chairman  
Sue Jones  
Don Kingfield  

See the Membership Directory for contact information. 
 

As Always and Until Next Time - Safe Travels! 

Jack 

 
 

http://www.thordieselclub.org/


 
 

 
 

REGIONS AND DIRECTORS 

 

Eastern Regional Vice President – Joe Kuebler 

Eastern – Jay & Nancy Jarossy 

Great Lakes – Pete & Diane Stojanovich 

Northeast – John & Carol King 

Southeast – Joe & Sharon Kuebler 

Western Regional Vice President – Rick Mitchell 

Midwest – Kirk & Susan Kuwitzky 

Northwest – DuWyne & Holly Geist 

Rocky Mountains – Ken & Gisela Koplin 

South Central – Billy & Danielle Stracener 

Western – Rick & Kathy Mitchell 

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS FOR REGIONAL DIRECTORS CAN 

BE FOUND IN THE MEMBER DIRECTORY AVAILABLE ON THE CLUB WEBSITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following TDC Officer positions are up for election - 2019 General Meeting: 

President – John Gavagnini has placed his name in nomination and will be running for a 2-year term.  This 
position is open to other candidates – Term 2020 - 2021 

Secretary - Mike Jones has placed his name into nomination and will be running for a 2-year term.  This 
position is open to other candidates - Term 2020 - 2021 

Alternate FMCA National Director – This position represents TDC at the FMCA National Convention if the 
FMCA National Director is unable to attend and votes on behalf of TDC - Term 2020 - 2021 

Member at Large “Audit Committee – Gary Smith will be running for another 2-year term.  This position is 
open to other candidates.  Candidates must agree to sit on the audit committee and report to TDC 
Treasurer.  Term 2020 - 2021. 

Member at Large – “Communications” – Chris Lind was appointed in March to complete the 1st year of 
Charlie Ray’s term due to Charlie resigning from this position.  Chris Lind will be running for a 1-year term to 
complete the 2nd year of Charlie Ray’s term.  This position is open to other candidates - Term 2020. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from your National Director to FMCA 
 

 

We hope everyone is having a wonderful New Year and enjoying your Thor 

Motor Coach.  We are enjoying our coach and have traveled from Cape 

Hatteras NC in Oct, to Gaffney SC home of Freightliner Custom Chassis for 

routine maintenance, to Orange Beach AL for the World’s Food Competition, 

to Texas for Thanksgiving with relatives, to Southern CA for a Camping Christmas 

with our daughters, and to Indio CA to attend FMCA’s Western Area Indio Rally 

in January. 

 

We had a wonderful time at the Indio rally.  One of the high points of the rally 

was a Block Party hosted by Rick and Kathy Mitchell.  Rick is the TDC Western 

Division Vice President.  They are truly great hosts.  We enjoyed snacks and liquid 

refreshments while meeting and talking with the party attendees.  There were 

a total of 10 couples including the Mitchells and the Davises.  Another high point 

of the rally was the Parade, which is a staple of the Indio Rally (see pictures 

below).  We also met many folks at the rally, one was Jon Walker, the President 

of FMCA.  Jon and his wife are proud owners of a Thor Tuscany and members 

of the Thor Diesel Club. 

 

 

           
 

             Once upon a Time…..       We were young now we are old! 

 
 

 

      
 

 

UPDATE 



Jon led an hour-long seminar on FMCA benefits.  If you have not seen the new 

FMCA benefits offerings, please take a look.  There are many new benefits and 

many of previous benefits have been upgraded.  The benefits can be found 

on FMCA’s website and we will have some single page brochures if you see us 

at one of the TDC rallies.  As of January 10, over 4000 FMCA members have 

signed up for the Roadside Assistance Program which is $69 a year.   

 

After Indio, Margaret and I visited with relatives in San Diego and then 

proceeded to meander back to Perry GA.  We stopped at a few places:  

Sedona AZ area, Fredericksburg TX, Port Aransas TX, Natchez MS and of course 

Perry GA.  We had a great time all along the way. 

 

It was Peachy in Perry - we had a great time.  Carol and Jack King and we 

traveled to the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agriculture Center on 

Sunday, 3 days ahead of the Peachy in Perry start.  We volunteered for some 

FMCA tasks, got to enjoy some time with friends in our local FMCA Chapter as 

well as some TDC members.  We hosted the TDC Block Party with the kind help 

of Carol and Jack King (your TDC NE Regional Directors) and Mike and Ann 

Barnhardt. They were very helpful in making the Chapter Fair and the Block 

Party a great success. Because we had 10 Coaches or more coming Perry, we 

were allocated an extra space for the Block Party.  

 

Our first guest was Jon Walker, President of FMCA.  We took pictures of Jon, 

Carol and Ann.  Ann was kind enough to post the picture on Facebook.  Later 

on, Sondra Walker, Jon’s Wife and several of the FMCA ladies stopped by as 

well.  What a wonderful time we all had.  We are already planning for an even 

better Block Party at Minot.  We had over 40 participants as people went from 

local Chapters to our Party.  I squeezed in a few seminars amongst volunteering 

and meeting folks.  Here are some preliminary statistics at Perry: 38 % of the 

Coaches and/or Towables were first time attendees.  Also, 22% of the first-time 

attendees were volunteers.  Jon Walker said there were over 10,000 now signed 

up for Roadside Assistance.  FMCA has some new insurance plans as well – you 

might want to look at those.   

 

Well, if you haven’t dusted the snow or the dust off of your Motorhome, it is time 

to do so.  Spring is sprung - time to enjoy the many sights of our great Country 

and a several of the FMCA and TDC rallies.  We hope to see you at the Stone 

Mountain, FMCA’s Great Lakes Rally, the Northeast – Lake George Escape 

Rally, FMCA Minot ND Rally, and the Thor International Rally in Goshen IN.  Until 

we see you, may gentle winds help you down the road, warm weather allow 

you to enjoy the great outdoors, and safe travels to enjoy it all.   

       Take care, 

       Chuck 

 

 



2019 Florida RV SuperShow and Southeast Regional Rally 

Florida State Fairgrounds 

Hosted by: Joe and Sharon Kuebler 

January 15 – 20, 2019 

Between January 15 and January 20 forty-eight coaches were represented at 

the rally.  Some stayed at the SuperShow camping area, some stayed at area 

campgrounds, and some came as “day visitors.”  Those who stayed at the 

Super Show camping area arrived on Tuesday and along with several others 

enjoyed the Wednesday Social Hour. 

 

 

RALLY ROUND UP 

 

 

 

This year the sun 

came out just before 

our gathering 

making for a very 

pleasant late 

afternoon.   

Club members 

contributed some 

great munchies as 

always. 
 



(Florida RV SuperShow continued) 

 

Once again it was a great show with all of the Thor Diesel products 

represented in 2 displays with 2 local vendors. The Tampa Show is 

said to have become the largest RV show in the country. 

 

On Friday evening the group gathered for dinner away from the 

show at the Hillsborough County Fairgrounds where we hope to be 

able to take advantage of their soon to be ready group camping 

area. 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

We were joined by Anson Adams and others from the Thor Diesel 

Team. The group feasted on pulled pork and chicken catered by 

Hungry Harry’s a local bar-b-que restaurant sponsored by Thor. 
 

Submitted by Joe Kuebler 
Southeast Regional Director 

Eastern Vice President 

 



 
 

First Annual Thor Diesel Club Gathering 

at Quartzsite Sports, Vacation, and RV Show 

Quartzsite, AZ 

January 19 – 27, 2019 

Hosted by: Don Kingfield 

 

TDC member Don Kingfield coordinated the first official Thor Diesel Club gathering in 

Quartzsite, Arizona at the annual Quartzsite Sports, Vacation, and RV Show in January 

2019. Five coaches circled their wagons on BLM land north of Quartzsite.  Attendees were: 

Paul and Austin Ames, Mike and Sue Jones, Don Kingfield, Richard and Heidi Penkava, and 

Mark and Honeybird Thompson. Visitors included Ken and Marilyn Brenk, John and Anita 

Gavagnini, and Bernie and Carole Patton. Attendees enjoyed camping in the scenic 

Arizona desert, beautiful sunsets, socializing around the campfire, visiting the big tent at 

the Quartzsite RV show, and star gazing through a telescope brought by member Mike 

Jones. Members of a large Montana (5th wheels manufactured by Thor) group invited 

TDC members to join them one day for social hour. We hope for a larger gathering next 

year. Show dates for 2020 are Jan 18 - 26, 2020. More information will be available at 

www.thordieselclub.org. Make plans to be there! Why not?             Submitted by Sue Jones 

 

  

      

Beautiful Scenic View 

Social Hour with Montana Group 

TDC Coaches 

Lovely Campfire 



(Quartzsite Gathering, continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quartzsite 2019 Thor Gathering 

The first Thor Gathering held at Quartzsite Arizona had a small turnout of 5 coaches. We dry camped 

on BLM Land off Plomosa Rd.  The overall attendance for the RV show was large with rumors of over 

150,000 campers. The town’s population is around 5200 people but swells to over a million people 

coming here. 

With the amount of people attending this RV show event businesses and roadways were clogged with 

traffic.  Parking to attend the Big Tent and surrounding areas was tough to say the least. Services to 

have your coach worked on or tow bars rebuilt are available by appointment.  Just about everything 

for your coach can be found under the big tent and surrounding vendors selling various wares and 

stuff. 

We circled our coaches on desert land to share stories and enjoy the atmosphere of the night desert.  

Camping on BLM Land was free and the only requirement is to be registered with the camp host and 

you can stay for 14 days max. Trash is up the street at a transfer station that has limited hours. Private 

honey bucket trucks are here to dump your tanks and fill your water tank for nominal fee.  

Temperatures were mid 60’s during the day and high 30’s to low 40’s at night. We had one day of 30 

mph winds. 

The group was invited by another group of the Montana 5th wheel campers for a cocktail hour and 

meet and greet.  Ken Brenk was a previous owner of one of these units and now a proud owner of a 

Thor Venetian and current club member.  He and I will be joining together for next year’s event 

planning, unless someone else wants to step up.  We might camp next to Montana group, depending 

on the amount of next year’s attendees.  There will be a $10.00 charge upon arrival to cover name 

badges and toward firewood.  Hopefully we would have the club’s Western region join in next year. 

The RV Show in 2020 will be held Jan 18-26 2020. So a repeat of this gathering will be done during 

those dates.  This is not a full-fledged rally that we are all used to, so you’re on your own with meals 

and the like. Thor Diesel Club might host a few happy hours of beer and wine.  A registration will be 

required to record the amount of attendees. 

This was my first time attending this event and glad I made the 2400 mile trip to motivate me to come 

back next year. 

Submitted by Don Kingfield 
Jensen Beach, FL 

SE Region 

 
 

 

 

Sunset 

Must have a 

telescope 

here! 



Register on-line at thordieselclub.org
for the

2019 Thor Diesel Club International Rally
October 6 - 11

Elkhart County Fairgrounds
Goshen, IN

The Sports Mania Theme includes any sport at any level so start collecting your gear 
to support your favorite team!

Full hook-up camping, meals, social hours, vendors, seminars, new Thor coach 
display, golf outing, crafts, entertainment, coach decoration and costume contests, 

members coach open house, K-9 parade, and more

More informations is available at
www.thordieselclub.org > Coming Events > Scroll down to October 2019 Rallies > 
TDC International Rally (here you will also find the Electronic Registration Form)

If you would like to be parked with other members of the club, list their names in the 
comment section of the registration form. Parking will be assigned when the last 

member of your group registers.

WE’RE THE DIESEL CLUB
FROM THOR!”

“WE’RE FANTASTIC,
WE’VE GOT MORE,



 

Registration Open for FMCA International Area Rally 
Nancy Jarossy, Sue Turner, Kimbo Turner 

 

The FMCA International Area (INTO) has planned this year’s Destination Rally in Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina, from October 21st to October 26th, 2019.  With only 200 RV sites reserved at the oceanfront 

Lakewood RV Resort, early registration is recommended!   All campsites are 50-amp full-hookup 

sites.  TDC members are invited to arrive 3 days early for a Pre-Rally warm-up.  Enjoy club fellowship, 

golfing, the ocean, and all the area activities.   Early nights cost an additional camp fee of $40 per 

night.  There are no other Pre-Rally fees. 

 

 
 

The FMCA Destination Rally features 5 of the best theater shows in Myrtle Beach: Alabama Theatre 

Show, Carolina Opry, Legends in Concert, The Time Warp Show, and Pirates Voyage Show & Dinner.  

Also included is feasting at the world-famous Benjamin’s Calabash Seafood Buffet. 

 

 
 

During the day you can walk the beach, sip morning coffees, explore Myrtle Beach attractions, join 

the ice cream social, and enjoy interacting with FMCA attendees. One expected vendor can resolve 

your TV/satellite problems and another can work on heating problems such as Aqua-Hot. Evenings 

are for great show entertainment! 

 
Visit the website www.fmcainto.com to view area photos and download the FMCA registration 

form for “INTO 2019, Rally at the Beach.”  When registering, be sure to note that you’re a Thor 

Diesel Club member to be parked with our group.  Check www.thordieselclub.org, Coming Events 

for rally updates. 

 

  

http://www.thordieselclub.org/


 
 
 

Date Event Contact 

Apr 28 – May 3 
The Spring Rally – East 

Stone Mountain, GA 

Jay & Nancy Jarossy 

Joe & Sharon Kuebler 

Matt & Katy Lazar 

May 5 – 10 
The Spring Rally – West 

Tucson, AZ 
Rick & Kathy Mitchell 

June 9 – 14 
NE Regional Rally 

Lake George, NY 
Jack & Carol King 

Aug 14 – 17 
FMCA 100th International Convention & RV Expo 

Minot, ND 
FMCA 

Sept 8 – 12 
Western Regional Rally 

Jackson, CA 

Mike & Anita Corbin 

Dan & Suzanne Salter 

Sept 23 – 27 
Freightliner Fall Rally 

Coos Bay, OR 
Rick Mitchell 

Oct 6 – 11 

 

TDC International Fall Rally 

Goshen, IN 

Joe & Sharon Kuebler 

Mike & Sue Jones 

Barry & Kay Rubin 

Oct 18 – 20 
Eastern Region Rally 

Pre-FMCA TDC Rally 

Sue & Kimbo Turner 

Jay & Nancy Jarossy 

Oct 21 – 25 
FMCA International Area (INTO) Rally 

Myrtle Beach, SC 
FMCA 

Oct 20 – 25 
Eastern Region Rally 

Cape Hatteras, Outer Banks, NC 

Kathy & Bert Basnight 

David & Emma Burrell 

Check our website for updates, MORE FMCA rallies, rally flyers, details and registration information. 

Don’t miss any opportunity for fun!!           http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

 

 

WHERE WE WILL GO NEXT?   
  

Group of TDC 

members attending 

following Western 

Regional Rally 

SPORTS 

MANIA 

THEME 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/


About Your Rally Packet 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

As we have mentioned in the past, we no longer publish any 

member’s email or phone number because the Newsletter tab is 

available to the public. If you need to contact a member, please 

log on to the Membership Directory using the password that was 

emailed to you. Also and in keeping with our continued efforts to 

keep everyone safe on the Internet Highway, the “Guest” visitor 

feature has been removed from the TDC website forum page. If 

you previously visited the forum without logging on, you will be 

required to provide a User ID and Password going forward. If you 

have not yet set that up, you will need to register.   

If you have questions about the content of this newsletter, or 

would like to submit an article, photos or news event for a future 

edition, please contact me at ThorDieselClubNews@gmail.com. 

Happy Trails! 

Michele 

 

 

Please remember that we do not mail any club business, including rally registration 
packets.  Unlike Good Sam, FMCA, or other clubs, TDC is a small, non-profit RV club 
operating on a limited budget. All club business is communicated via email, which is 
why we constantly remind you to make sure TDC emails are not being directed to your 
junk box. Information  for all rallies are found on our website. Just go to our website 
and click on the link for Coming Events and you will find links for flyers, information 
and registration forms which you can download and return to the Rally Masters to 
secure your registration;  in some instances you can register online.  Once you show 
up, you will be given everything you need such as name tags, schedules and any other 
goodies pertaining to that rally. 

 

mailto:ThorDieselClubNews@gmail.com



