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See you down the road - Safe Travels! 
Jack 

KAREN AND I STAYED PUT over the summer entertaining visitors and 
exploring some of the local sites here in Florida.  As I write this 
message, we are already in Goshen helping to prepare for our annual 
International Rally.  Many members have already arrived, and we are 
looking forward to catching up with old friends and meeting many 
new ones.

2019 has been a very busy year for TDC.  We will close out the year 
after hosting 18 National and Regional Rallies.  Some of these regional 
rallies were hosted in conjunction with FMCA National and Areas 
rallies.  Our participation in FMCA events is a great way to advertise 
our club and attract new members to join TDC.

Many of you may already know this will be my last newsletter as your 
President.  I will be turning over my responsibilities to a new 
President next Thursday during our annual General Meeting/Election 
of officers.  With a new President brings new life and energy to a 
growing club.  My only request is for you to support my successor as 
you have supported me.  This is a great club and I truly enjoyed being 
your President these past 4 years and serving you, the TDC 
Membership. 

Remember, this is your club and it can only stay a good club 
with the help of good volunteers!



REGIONS UPDATE 

Eastern Division Vice President – Joe Kuebler 

Eastern – Jay & Nancy Jarossy 

Great Lakes – Pete & Diane Stojanovich 

Northeast – *VACANT* 

Southeast – Joe & Sharon Kuebler  

Western Division Vice President – Rick Mitchell 

Midwest – *VACANT*  

Northwest – DuWyne & Holly Geist  

Rocky Mountains – Ken & Gisela Koplin  

South Central – Billy & Danielle Stracener 

Western – Greg & Judi LaSalle  

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS FOR REGIONAL DIRECTORS CAN 

BE FOUND IN THE MEMBER DIRECTORY AVAILABLE ON THE CLUB WEBSITE 

THOR DIESEL CLUB IS PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENTS OF 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS TO THE 

TDC BOARD 

Please join us in welcoming: 

TDC Newsletter Editor 

Gary Gorski & Jeannette Yim 

TDC Chaplain 

Kevin Rudicil 

http://thordieselclub.org/membership-annual-minutes/


From Chuck Davis, FMCA National Director 

Happy Fall to Everyone!  The last 2 Months have been a whirlwind of activity for us.  We left northeast Texas in 
early August and drove to Minot North Dakota to attend the 100th FMCA International Rally.  As we drove through 
Texas, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, South Dakota, and North Dakota to Minot, we marveled at the Green 
Hills and beautiful landscape that we enjoyed during the entire trip.   South and North Dakota were especially 
beautiful with the fields of corn, soybeans, wheat, grain and sunflowers.  This area really is the bread basket of the 
United States and to some extent the world.  Our motorhome seemed pretty small compared to the fields and the 
tractors and equipment that till the fields. 

 The theme of the 100th FMCA Rally was Minot Magic, and it was a magical rally.  This report is divided in 2 parts: 
first, the Social Activities and then the FMCA Business Activities.   

Part 1:  Social Activities 

We entered the North Dakota State Fairgrounds on Sunday in order to get set up for the rally.  We were parked in 
a temporary location on Sunday and Monday until 4:30 PM.  On Monday evening we talked with some of the TDC 
folks about the activities on Tuesday, which included a pre-Governing Board meeting in the morning to provide a 
status of FMCA and to discuss the Governing Board meeting the following day.  In the afternoon a Chapter Fair was 
held, which is an activity that FMCA has started with the Perry GA rally.  Debra Christein indicated she and Michael 
Raschke would like to become members of the Thor Diesel Club.  On Tuesday evening Nancy and Jay Jarossy and 
Barry and Kay Rubin hosted a pizza party at their sites.  We had many of the TDC members there.   

(See Part 2 of this report for information about the Governing Board meeting held on Wednesday.)  On Wed 
evening another party which was “BYO Drinks, Snacks and Chairs” was enjoyed by all.  Most of the folks then went 
to the entertainment that evening.  On Thursday, everyone enjoyed the seminars, vendor displays and coaches on 
display.  Later almost everyone attending Minot Magic went to the Sully Sullenberger presentation where he 
discussed his training and how that helped him land with engine power (dead stick) the commercial jet on the 
Hudson River.  Friday was another day of fun, opportunities to learn and entertainment.  Did you know that if you 
sleep in your coach 151 days out of the year, for insurance purposes you are considered a full timer?  This was stated 
per the FMCA RV Insurance briefer.  On Sat there were more seminars and information sessions as well.  Cummins 
said for maximum fuel economy, they recommend using Cruise Control at 60 to 65 MPH but not in rain, on slick 
roads or in mountain driving.  Saturday evening was a very special evening where we had most of TDC members and 
new members in attendance at a Chicken Dinner.  Jon Walker, the National FMCA President and a Thor Tuscany 
owner attended our dinner with his wife, Sondra.  Jon gave a short presentation and said that the Sullenberger 
presentation was the best attended entertainment in all of his years of FMCA.  He gave an autographed copy of Sully 
Sullenberger’s book to our group for which we drew a name.  Gisela Koplin was the winner.  The Chicken Dinner was 
hosted in an empty space between the Jarossys and Rubins.  We welcomed new members, the Carricks, the Halls 
and the Harveys, into the TDC fold.   

Part 2 Governing Board Meetings 

As National Director, our responsibility is to attend the Governing Board Meeting during the summer rally of FMCA. 
At this meeting, the Governing Board votes on the recommendations of the FMCA Committees, the Board of 
Directors, Executive Board and the Executive Director.  On Tuesday, August 13, a pre-meeting of the Governing 
Board was held to discuss the decisions on which the National Directors would have to vote.  On Wednesday the 

UPDATE 



Governing Board Meeting started with the pledge of allegiance, the singing of both the US and Canadian Anthems 
and an invocation.  After these activities we reviewed some of the important rules of the meeting and jumped into 
the Policies and Procedures that needed to be considered for updating.  Some of the updates or changes included: 
1) changing the number of members in order to initiate a chapter from 20 to 15 and an associate chapter from 10
to 7; 2) in certain circumstances combining the positions of secretary and treasurer; 3) each Area Vice President 
must now file a tax report annually which may require Chapter participation.  There were a number of policies and 
procedures on which we voted but not directly applicable to our Chapter, Thor Diesel Club. All of this and Committee 
reports consumed the morning.  

During the afternoon we tackled the HARD ISSUES which were:  1) the purchase of an Association Management 
System (AMS) and, 2) the increase in dues if we were to keep FMCA Assist.  The cost of the AMS is $285,000 with 
monthly license fees of $6,000 per month. The AMS system currently in use is antiquated and difficult to use, costing 
many extra hours of use.  There was no evaluation of return on investment for the new system. The question was 
how to pay for the system without taking funds out of the investments.  It was finally decided to obtain a low interest 
loan for a period of 5 years.  The discussion on FMCA Assist took much longer since the decision of the Executive 
Board was to cancel the FMCA Assist all together.  The reason that they wanted to cancel Assist was because Seven 
Corners Insurance Company had indicated a small increase in price originally, but came to FMCA with a 73% increase 
for the FMCA Assist Insurance in July just before Minot Magic.  A show of hands of the Governing Board members 
with only 4 dissenting members indicated the Governing Board was not going to vote FMCA Assist down.  After that, 
we had to decide on how to pay for it.  The Executive Board did not want to take any more money out of investments 
because they need to have a cushion of $9M in order to operate for one down year according to financial analysts. 
They currently have about $7.3M.  So a dues increase of $25 was determined to be sufficient to cover the cost of 
the insurance cost increase and a committee was formed to search for a new insurer.  The policies and procedures 
had to be updated for the dues increase and voted on.  The FMCA Assist issue was completed. 

We then started voting for the National Officers.  Jon Walker was voted as National President of FMCA, Rett 
Porter was voted as National Vice President, Katie Balogh was voted as National Secretary and finally John Reynolds 
as National Treasurer.  The meeting was adjourned 6:20 PM. 

Finally, there were 22 Thor coaches at the rally.   The new members are:  Michael Raschke & Debra Christein, 
Kevin & AJ Harvey (Retired Army), Harry & Etta Hall (Canadian residents), and Gary & Regina Carrick.  We welcome 
our new members and thank everyone for their attendance at the rally.  

With Commercial coaches, motorhomes and towables, there were almost 1800 motorized and non-motorized 
units at the Minot rally. Several of these were last minute attendees and had to be shoe-horned in amongst the rest 
of us but as a rally it was very successful in terms of attendance.  The next or 101st FMCA international rally will be 
held at the Pima Fairgrounds in Tucson AZ.  A number of TDC members are already planning to attend as we are.  

During the three rallies (Western area, Perry International, and Minot International) that we have attended this 
year, each rally has had approximately 25% or more first timers in attendance.  There are over 81,000 memberships, 
of that number 5,000 are towables.  Yes, the annual dues have increased but everyone whom we talk with indicates 
that FMCA Assist is a key reason to join FMCA.  Your FMCA is now making a small profit and is healthy in almost 
every way. 

We are currently at the Cummins Coming Home rally at Ceraland in Columbus, IN.  It is scaled down compared 
to past rallies but with full hookups, a beautiful setting and an opportunity to tour the Cummins engine assembly 
plants, it is a chance to slow down and enjoy the area.  We look forward to seeing you at the Thor International 
Rally, the Thor Pre-rally and FMCA INTO rally in Oct 2019 or at a rally in 2020.  We wish you all a very Happy 
Thanksgiving and a wonderful and Glorious Christmas.   

Take care and Safe Travels! 
Chuck 



 Rocky Mountain Regional Rally 

Basecamp RV Resort, Palisade CO 

Hosted by: Ken & Gisela Koplin, Ed & JoAnn Starck 

August 25 – 30, 2019 

Five coaches were in attendance. In addition to the two Rally Master 

couples, attendees included: Mark and Joan McGahey, Joe and Bertha 

Wyatt, Jerry and Betty Aschoff.   

Breakfasts for all five days were prepared by the Starcks and the Koplins. 

We enjoyed burritos, breakfast sandwiches, muffins, eggs, cheese and 

sausage, all on one day.  The other days we enjoyed waffles and eggs; 

bagels with cream cheese and smoked salmon; plus fruit, juice, and 

coffee. 

Dinners provided included chicken, smoked brisket, beer bratwurst, pizza 

and salad. On one of the days we dined out at our own expense.     

Activities were varied and fun.  They included a trip to the Grand Mesa 

with lunch at the Grand Mesa Lodge, and visiting the Gateway Auto 

Museum owned by Discovery Channel founder John Hendrix. We 

celebrated Mark and Joan McGahey’s 55th wedding anniversary with a 

delicious cheesecake. We also dined out at Texas Roadhouse, played 

corn hole, enjoyed happy hours and there was lots of visiting throughout 

the week.  

Enjoy the following photos from the rally! 

Summary and photos submitted by Gisela Koplin 

RALLY ROUND UP 



Rocky Mountain Regional Rally, continued 



Rocky Mountain Regional Rally, continued 



Fall Rally 

Newsletter 

September 8-11, 2019 

Jackson Rancheria Casino 

& RV Resort 

Located in Northern 

California, the heart of the 

Mother Lode Gold Country 

near historic Jackson 

Rally Hosts: 

Mike and Anita Corbin 

Dan and Suzanne Salter 

First time Rally 

Attendees: 

Stephen and Michele Castle 

Joe and Debra Coubal 

Dave and Kim Ellis 

John and Mary Labbett 

Linda and Casey McDonald 

Rich and Sandi Murphy 

Michelle Sullivan and Melisa 

Gomez 

Randy and Jackie Tyler 

Walter and Dianne Winsby 

Thor 
Diesel 
Club 
Western Region 
Jackson, California

A record 34 coaches attended this years’ TDC Western Fall Rally at 
Jackson Rancheria Casino & RV Park, near historic Jackson, California. 
Themed “Casino Nights”, 68 members enjoyed four days of scheduled 
activities; including seminars on RV cooking essentials, RV maintenance, 
and demonstrations from the highway patrol and local EMS. 

Jackson Rancheria RV Park 

And the rigs keep rolling in… 

The group enjoyed scheduled wine tasting and sightseeing tours at local 
wineries, and an 18-hole golf tournament with a closest hole putting 
contest.  Meals where provided or catered each day of the rally 
(breakfast, lunch or dinner) 
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Rally Attendees: 

Aidan and Robin Barrett 

Ken and Marilyn Brenk 

Ken and Chris Brown 

Stephen and Michele Castle 

Mike and Anita Corbin 

Joe and Debra Coubal 

Al and Jaye Crews 

Fred and Laura Demele 

Kurt and Judi Dessert 

Dave and Kim Ellis 

Ed and Deanna Fischermann 

Tim and Michelle Fitzgerald 

Ron and Margie George 

Jack and Jayne Grattan 

Carl Kirnon and Diane Watern 

Ron and Kathy Kirouac 

John and Mary Labbett 

Greg and Judi LaSalle 

Chris and Pam Lind 

Linda and Casey McDonald 

Wayne and Gail Metz 

Richard and Kathy Mitchell 

Rich and Sandi Murphy 

Mel and Karen Peterson (Guest) 

Dan and Suzanne Salter 

Doug and Judi Silva 

Dave and Maggie Smith 

Rick and Julie Solis 

Day 1 

Welcome Party with Wine & Chocolates 

Rally Registration with our hosts 

Happy Hour – Favorite Wines and Chocolates 

And of course, chocolate cake…members watched a video presentation of past 
TDC Western rallies while eating pizza prepared by local pizzeria Mountain 
Mike’s. 

Special thanks to Chris and Pam Lind for hosting the “Ice Breaker” 
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Patrick and Christie Stiltner 

Michelle Sullivan and Melisa 

Gomez 

Kirk and Rosa Tinsley 

Randy and Jackie Tyler 

Jim and Carol Vandepas 

Doug and Patty White 

Walter and Dianne Winsby 

Furthest Traveled: 

Randy and Jackie Tyler - Lake 
Stevens, WA (874 miles) 

Kirk and Rosa Tinsley – 
Litchfield, AZ (782 miles) 

Dave and Kim Ellis – Salt Lake 
City, UT (652 miles) 

Chris and Pam Lind – Lake 
Havasu City, AZ (652 miles) 

Aidan and Robin Barrett – 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA (569 
miles) 

Jack and Jayne Grattan – 
Carlsbad, CA (564 miles) 

Doug and Patty White – Las 
Vegas, NV (559 miles) 

Stephen and Michele Castle – 
Henderson, NV (516 miles) 

Day 2 

RV Seminars 

A fun demonstration by “The Biggest Little Kitchen Store” – Essentials in RV 
cookware.  The group received store merchandise while ‘spinning the wheel’ and 
responding to trivia questions.  

Demonstrations by Officer Whittle of California Highway Patrol – Rules of the 
Road and Patrick Stiltner of The RV Academy – RV Essentials.  The group 
enjoyed a working lunch in between talks. 

Demostration by American Legion Ambulance – learned “Hands Only CPR”from 
the EMS experts. Special thanks to the paramedics from ALA who spent the time 
with us. 
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Thor Representative: 

Jimmy Mackin from Thor 

Motor Coach took time from 

his busy schedule to join us 

on the first 2 days of the 

rally.  He made himself 

available for all the new TDC 

members to answer 

questions and review issues 

needing repair.  Several 

other members were also 

able to spend time with 

Jimmy.  Thanks Jimmy! 

Day 3 

VIP Wine Tasting and Sutter Creek Sightseeing Tours 

Heading off to the Wine Tour… 

20 members enjoyed wine tasting at Terra d’Oro and Villa Tuscano wineries in 
Shenandoah Valley, near Plymouth.  Some members even purchased several 
cases of their favorite.  They all enjoyed lunch in the Bistro courtyard. 

Several spent the day in historic Sutter Creek walking tour. 
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Golf Players: 

Aidan Barrett 

Ken Brenk 

Mike Corbin 

Kurt Dessert 

Dave and Kim Ellis 

Lance Heune (Guest) 

John Labbett 

Chris Lind 

Linda and Casey McDonald 

Richard O’Brien (Guest) 

Mel Peterson (Guest) 

Doug White 

Walter Winsby 

1st Place Team: 

Aidan Barrett 

Linda and Casey McDonald 

Walter Winsby  

Closest to Pin 

Aidan Barrett 

Day 4 

Golfing Tournament 

15 players competed for 1st place at Castle Oaks Golf Course near Ione.  A $100 
cash gift certificate went to Aidan Barrett, closest ball on the 16th green; 8’11”. 
First place went to Aidan Barrett, Linda and Casey McDonald, Walter Winsby. 

Castle Oaks Golf Course 

Castle Oaks Golf Course 
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Quality time… 

There may be no better 

place to catch up with good 

friends than outdoors, under 

the stars and sitting around 

a campfire.  The 

conversations are deeper, 

stories are funnier and 

you’re guaranteed to learn a 

few things about the people 

you rarely see or that you 

never knew before. The 

campfire is our 

entertainment for the 

evening and enjoying the 

company of the 

acquaintances we rarely see 

and of course, laugh at each 

other. 

Friends and family 

Meal Prep 

And the food… 

Appetizers and dessert 

Doug, Mike and Greg cooking chicken and steaks for 75 members…Yum 

Our severs Anita and Judi 

And more food… 
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Charity Giving 

The raffle generated $320 

that was donated to The 

Dennis Dalton Foundation 

Mission Statement 

The goal of The Dennis Dalton 
Foundation is to ensure that 
any Native American and/or 
low-income child in Amador 
and Calaveras counties, who 
has the desire to participate 
in organized sports, can do so 
regardless of their family’s 
financial status. 

Gift Exchange and Raffle 

Passing the torch… 

Passing the Rally Master duties to Doug and Pattie White…Viva Las Vegas! 
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So long, until we meet again… 

About Your Rally Packet 

Please remember that we do not mail any club business, including rally  registration 

packets.  Unlike Good Sam, FMCA, or other clubs, TDC is a small, non-profit RV club 

operating on a limited budget. All club business is communicated via email, which is 

why we constantly remind you to make sure TDC emails are not being directed to your 

junk folder.  

Information for all rallies are found on our website. Just go to our website and click on 

the link for Coming Events and you will find links for flyers, information and registration 

forms which you can download and return to the Rally Masters to secure your 

registration; in some instances you can register online.  Once you show up, you will be 

given everything you need such as name tags, schedules and any other goodies 

pertaining to that rally. 

Report submitted by Rick Mitchell



 

Date Event Contact 

Oct 6 – 11 TDC International Fall 
Rally 

Goshen, IN 

Joe & Sharon Kuebler 

Mike & Sue Jones 

Barry & Kay Rubin 

Oct 18 – 20 
Eastern Region Rally Pre-FMCA TDC Rally 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

Sue & Kimbo Turner 

Jay & Nancy Jarossy 

Oct 21 – 25 
FMCA International Area (INTO) Rally 

Myrtle Beach, SC 
FMCA 

Oct 20 – 25 
Eastern Region Rally 

Cape Hatteras, Outer Banks, NC 

Kathy & Bert Basnight 

David & Emma Burrell 

Jan 15 – 19, 2020 
Florida RV Spershow and SE Rally 

Tampa, FL 
TBD 

March 26 – 29 

FMCA 101st International Convention & 
RV Expo 

Tucson, AZ 

Rick Mitchell  

Also, Register: 
convention@fmca.com 

March 29 – Apr 3, 
2020 

Spring Rally – West 

Las Vegas, NV 

Doug & Patty White 

Bob & Cathy Eidman 

April 26 – May 1, 
2020 

Spring Rally – East 

Savannah, GA 

Joe & Sharon Kuebler 

Matt & Katy Lazar 

JUNE 2020:  
A group of TDC members will travel together with FANTASY RV TOUR TO ALASKA. For information, contact 

Rick Mitchell or call Jasmine Fields directly at Fantasy, ph. 702-960-4870. 

**KEEP UP TO DATE**  
Check our website for Rally Flyers, details and registration information along with more FMCA rallies.  

As more rallies and details become available they will be posted at  
http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

WHERE SHALL WE GO NEXT? 

SPORTS 

MANIA 
THEME 

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/


Editor’s Note: 

Sometime back in 2015 our first Newsletter Editor, Vallerie Lee needed to 

step down from the position. Fred Barina, our first President, sent out an 

email in search of a volunteer to assume the responsibility.  Sixteen issues 

later, I am here to bid you farewell as your editor; and welcome Gary Gorski 

and Jeannette Yim who have volunteered to step in. I know they will do a 

fantastic job, and I’m more than confident that they will enjoy working 

with the members of the Board and the Rally Masters as much as I have. 

Please join me in extending a heartfelt welcome to Gary and Jeannette!  

In the meantime, 

although we have needed 

to cut back our travels, I 

hope we will meet again at 

a future rally. 

With that, I leave you 

with these words: 

Michele Yuskiewicz  

http://thordieselclub.org/
http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/
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