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MILE MARKER 

A Thor Diesel Club Member Publication 

I hope this message finds everyone safe and well!  I would never downplay the 

devastation this virus has played on our lives.  Whether you contracted the disease, 

know someone who did, were hurt financially, or just bored to death by staying 

home, we were all affected.  For Anita and I, the business we were selling fell out of 

escrow because of COVID-19 which put us back about six months.  For now, we are 

still stuck in SoCal instead of being on the road mostly full time. 

     With that said, let’s talk about the club: 

     We are still moving forward with our last four (4) rallies of the year.  We understand 

that we may need to cancel if the data or CDC recommendations move us in that 

direction.  Currently, the data is all over the place.  I’m an optimist and hope it 

continues to look better as time goes on.  We still have plenty of time to cancel but 

if we stop planning it will be very hard to restart. 

     Our last four (4) rallies of the year are: 

 

The Great Lakes Regional Mini Rally (International Pre-Rally) 

September 29 – October 2, 2020 

Wapakoneta KOA, Wapakoneta, OH 

TDC International Rally 

October 4 – 9, 2020 

Elkhart Fairgrounds, Goshen, IN 

Eastern Regional Rally 

October 25 – 30, 2020      

Cape Hatteras Campground, Outer Banks, NC 

Western Regional Rally 

October 26 – 30, 2020  

Vines RV Resort, Paso Robles, CA 

 

More information for all of these can be found on our website, 

http://www.mytdcrv.org under the events tab. 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

     The Fall International Rally is our club’s premier rally of the year.  We will have vendors, seminars, 

entertainment, great food, and FREE coach repairs.  We will see old friends and make new ones.  We’ll 

learn things about our coaches we never knew, share stories and make memories.  We also hold our annual 

meeting and elections at this rally which makes this rally particularly important. 

 

(Continued on next page…) 

http://www.mytdcrv.org/


 
                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I WANT TO WELCOME ABOARD CHUCK DAVIS AS OUR NEWEST REGIONAL DIRECTOR.  
You may know Chuck from his role as TDC National Director to FMCA.  Chuck will be taking over the South-
Central Region.  Chuck has done an awesome job as National Director to FMCA and I know he brings great 
knowledge and enthusiasm to the South-Central Region. THANK YOU CHUCK! 

 

I’ve let this message get a little too long but if you’re still with me, 

Stay Safe and Be Well! 

John 
 

     Because of COVID-19, your rally team and myself are watching and tracking the data very closely.  

We are also in contact with the fairgrounds, caterers, vendors, and Thor Motor Coach on a regular basis 

to get an understanding of their situation in real time.  The fairground has two rallies planed prior to ours 

and we will get a better understanding as these progress.  We are hoping for the best and planning for 

the worse.  We are formulating Plans A, B, C, and D.  Plan A is where everything goes back to normal but 

is not the most likely.  Plan D is we cancel and do a vote-by-web type election.  This is also unlikely due 

to the tracking data but we will make that call if need be.  Plans B & C are slight to moderate and 

moderate to extreme modifications. Currently I feel like slight to moderate adjustments will need to be 

made. We will make sure that any modifications made will keep you safe and not degrade from the 

experience of the rally.  The rally team and I meet every 2 weeks via ZOOM meeting to discuss current 

trends, rally modifications, and “Go-NoGo” recommendations.  We have made many minor changes 

that will have a big impact on safety and minimal impact on enjoyment and plan to publish these in the 

coming weeks.  If we do plan to cancel, we will do it no later than 1 month prior to the rally. 

     We still want to encourage everyone to sign up for the International Rally in the fall.  If anyone feels 

that they will just be safer at home anytime up to the last 7 days before the rally, they will receive a full 

refund.  After that it will be on a case by case basis based on the caterer’s fee.  So far the caterer has 

been very lenient and easy to work with.    

     In my last newsletter message to you I mentioned a contest where the TDC Region with the highest 

percentage of attendees (based on the number of members in that region) would win a $400 prize to 

spend on equipment for their Region.  I want to encourage all Regional Directors to rally up your troops. 

The $400 in equipment stays with the Director to use at their rallies. 

The current results are: 

Great Lakes   18.9% 

South East  17.8% 

Eastern  17.0% 

South Central 14.1% 

North East  8.6% 

West    6.4% 

Mid-West  3.8% 

North West  0 

Rocky Mountain 0 

     We currently have 79 Coaches signed up to attend the International Rally, which is up from last year 

at this point in time. As you can see, there is a close race between Great Lakes, South East, and Eastern 

Regions. There is still time to change the results. 

     Moving along to Regions, we are still looking for Regional Directors for the North East, North West, and 

Midwest.  If you’re looking to be a little more involved with the club or have any questions about the role, 

feel free to email or call me, our senior VP, or either regional VP. We will all be happy to answer any 

questions without any obligation.  Even if you’re checking for a friend. <wink> 

 

 
 

 



REGIONS UPDATE 

REGIONS AND DIRECTORS 

Eastern Division Vice President – Joe Kuebler 

Eastern – Jay & Nancy Jarossy 

Great Lakes – Pete & Diane Stojanovich 

Northeast – OPEN and available 

Southeast – Joe & Sharon Kuebler  

Western Division Vice President – Rick Mitchell 

Midwest – OPEN and available 

Northwest – OPEN and available  

Rocky Mountains – Ken & Gisela Koplin 

South Central – Chuck Davis  

Western – Greg & Judi LaSalle  

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS FOR REGIONAL DIRECTORS CAN 

BE FOUND IN THE MEMBER DIRECTORY AVAILABLE ON THE CLUB WEBSITE 

About Your Rally Packet 

Please remember that we do not mail any club business, including rally  registration 

packets.  Unlike Good Sam, FMCA, or other clubs, TDC is a small, non-profit RV club 

operating on a limited budget. All club business is communicated via email, which is why 

we constantly remind you to make sure TDC emails are not being directed to your junk 

folder.  

Information for all rallies are found on our website. Just go to our website and click on the 

link for Coming Events and you will find links for flyers, information and registration 

forms which you can download and return to the Rally Masters to secure your 

registration;  in some instances you can register online.  Once you show up, you will be 

given everything you need such as name tags, schedules and any other goodies 

pertaining to that rally. 

file:///E:/TDC%20Newsletters/thordieselclub.org
file:///E:/TDC%20Newsletters/thordieselclub.org
http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/


From the TDC National Director to FMCA 

Chuck Davis 

The Corona Virus has seriously changed many of our plans as I am sure it has changed yours. 

We sincerely hope that the Virus stayed away from your Coach, your home and your family.  If 

not, we hope that everyone has fully recovered.  After spending time away from our Thor 

Friends/Family, it is time to get back into our Coaches and enjoy some fun together.  As many 

of you know I was elected as the Thor Diesel Club National Director to FMCA in 2018.  FMCA 

has had some major changes this year also – almost all of their rallies have been cancelled. 

Some of you may not know that all FMCA Chapters, like the local FMCA chapter near you and 

Thor Diesel Club all live under the umbrella of FMCA.  Because Thor Diesel Club receives 

benefits from FMCA that would otherwise be very costly, the members of TDC must also be 

members of FMCA.  Last year, Margaret and I traveled from east coast to west and from Port 

Aransas TX to Minot ND so we could tell you about FMCA benefits, rallies, and some of our 

TDC members in our great USA.  We thoroughly enjoyed the FMCA Rallies and have used many 

of the FMCA benefits.  We encourage everyone to give the FMCA Rallies a try and please learn 

about the benefits 

During the past year we also moved to Texas from Virginia.  It was hard to leave Virginia but 

we are looking forward to TDC activities in the South Central Region.  We have already joined 

the local FMCA Chapter – the Lone Star Chapter.  For the next year, I hope to enliven the TDC 

South Central Region while I take over the responsibilities of the Director for the Region.  Folks 

in the South Central Region will be receiving an email regarding planning for perhaps a Spring 

Rally and more importantly a Fall Rally.  Also, John Gavagnini, TDC President, has challenged 

all TDC Regions to see which region will have the highest percentage of Coaches at the 

International Rally in Goshen.  We may not be the biggest but we can be the BEST.  More on 

that in the email so keep an eye on your inbox. 

Until we see you or communicate with you regarding travels and rallies, we wish you safe 

travels.  Please be safe – take and wear your Corona Virus mask and practice safe distancing 

both on the road and in person.  We are looking forward to seeing you at Goshen!  Take care 

and hope to see you around the bend! 

UPDATE 



Hey folks! 

I hope everyone is healthy and sound, and ready to hit the road!   I'm typing this 

from an RV park about 28 miles from my home (Safe Harbor RV Resort, on Percy 

Priest Lake).   We just needed to get away from the house for a long weekend.   I 

know many of you are in the same mindset - a beautiful Thor Diesel is a terrible 

thing to waste! 

Hopefully, the COVID-19 event is just about behind us.   I am hopeful and prayerful 

that the diminishing numbers we see today will continue to a big flat zero, and life 

can return to normal in the near future.  After being somewhat confined to home for 

9 weeks - I know we are all ready to get out and about.   In Tennessee, things seem 

to be easing somewhat, and we can see some light at the end of this ugly tunnel. 

The events of the past few months have taken a toll on us.  Not only could we not 

freely move about, but the confinement often was a gloomy time, and one that was 

not conducive to "happy thought". I want to reassure you - things are going to get 

better!   If you need to talk, please know that I am here for you.  You can email me, 

or call me at any time.  I'm on Facebook as well, and a member of the Thor Diesel 

Group there.  

I hope to see many of you in October in Goshen. By that time, I am hopeful for hugs 

and handshakes too, but time will tell. John will be speaking more about our National 

Rally in his letter to you.     

Blessings to all, 

Kevin - YOUR Chaplain 

CHAPLAIN’S WORD 



Eastern Division Happenings 

As many have said, this is a very unusual year and I believe it to be an 

understatement.  So as we move forward while I am sure there will be some 

adjustments made as necessary, we will persist and continue to enjoy the lifestyle 

we so richly cherish. 

Just around the corner is Great Lakes Regional Mini Rally being held at the 

Wapakoneta KOA in Wapakoneta, Ohio, September 29 to October 2.  That will be 

followed by the Thor Diesel Club International Rally in Goshen, Indiana from October 

4 – 9, 2020. Then will be the Eastern Regional Outer Banks Rally being held at the 

Cape Hatteras Campground October 25 – 30, 2020.  Please visit the TDC website for 

further information. 

We are looking forward to the 2020 Tampa RV Super Show / Southeast Regional 

Rally scheduled for January 13 – 17, 2021 with our arrival on the 12th. Thor has 

reserved 25 sites that will be allocated on a first come – first served basis.  It will be 

great, to not only be on hand to assist the Thor representatives in the displays but to 

be able to enjoy the many events on site.  We plan to once again have a dinner on 

Friday evening off property at the Hillsborough County Fairgrounds with a Weekend 

Mini-rally after the Super Show.  More information will be coming in August and I am 

told that the sites have been upgraded at the Florida State Fairgrounds.  

While the 2020 Spring Rally – East was canceled, we are planning to rally once again 

at the Creekfire Motor Ranch in Savannah, Georgia April 25 – 30, 2021.  The 

campground is going through an extensive construction upgrade that will result in a 

new designated rally area with a newly remodeled Rally Center.  More information 

will be coming as we get closer to the event.  

As always, continue to watch the TDC website for the most up to date information. 

Best Regards & Safe Travels! 

Joe Kuebler 

Eastern Division Vice President 



WESTERN DIVISION HAPPENINGS

January - June 

Kathy & I have missed not being able to camp with the many friends we have in 

the Thor Diesel Club for the past few months.  We hope everyone is safe and 

healthy. 

The Corona Virus forced the cancellation of our Spring Rally in Las Vegas this year. 

The Rally Masters – Doug & Patty White & Bob & Cathy Eidman had planned a great 

rally in Las Vegas, and we had over 70 coaches registered before cancelations 

started.  Good news is that they have been able to secure the same RV Park and 

their exciting agenda for next year in April.  They will be posting information, flyer & 

registration to our web site soon for those that want to sign up. 

We had 9 TDC members joining us for a Fantasy RV Tour - Alaska 60 Day Premier 

adventure, but it has now been postponed until 2021. The only other rally in the 

Western Division that is still scheduled is the West Region Fall Rally Oct 26th – 30th at 

the Vines RV Resort in Paso Robles.  Flyer and registration information is already on 

our web site.  Greg & Judy LaSalle are the rally masters and have over 20 coaches 

already registered. They have a great rally planned, if interested sign up or contact 

them with any questions. 

Kathy & I just did a local 4-day trip, the first time we have had our RV out since early 

March.  We are planning on taking a short trip once a month through the summer. 

We hope you are starting to adventure out on the road again and enjoying your 

RV and travels. 

Safe Travels 

Rick Mitchell 

Western Division Vice President 



PO Box 1486 TOLL FREE thormotorcoach.com 

June 1, 2020 

Dear Thor Diesel Club Members, 

I am hoping all of you are safe in light of the chaos we have going on in our world.  The outlook for the RV 

business is quite positive right now.  The pandemic is helping people look at alternative ways to travel, and as all 

you know, traveling in a motorhome can be a great adventure.   

As a result of the pandemic, on March 23, Thor Motor Coach decided to suspend operations in accordance with 

Indiana law.  It was in the interest of the entire company, our community, and you, in order to minimize the 

inherent risks associated with the type of outbreak we are witnessing.   

I'm happy to announce as of May 18, all Thor Motor Coach facilities are back to work.  I feel the strong 

leadership provided by Thor Industries has helped all of us return to work with confidence.  The new normal for 

all employees includes daily health checks, regular temperature taking, required face masks, and social 

distancing.  The company has found progressive ways to keep our people safe! 

The 2021 model year is upon us, and we are shipping new products to the dealers as I write this note.  Over the 

past year, we have made significant strides in the quality of the products we build.  A new operational mindset is 

upon us, and for anyone who saw Jeff Newport's presentation at the rally in October, I think you will agree we 

are moving forward, not back.  I am so excited to announce a new warranty for all 2021 Palazzo, Aria, Venetian, 

and Tuscany.  The industry's best warranty is now 1-6-12.  Every unit will come standard with a 1-year limited 

bumper-to-bumper, 6-year lamination, and 12-year structural warranty.  

From all of us at Thor Motor Coach, we wish all of you continued safety and prosperity.  Soon we shall be able to 

gather again as friends and neighbors, and we are looking forward to seeing all of you very soon. 

One note, our service facility is open and taking appointments, and our Customer Care team is always ready 24-

7 to assist with any issues or concerns over the phone. 

Best wishes, 

Jon Krider, 

Vice President of Marketing and Product Planning 



Date Event Contact 

Sept 29 – Oct 2 
GREAT LAKES REGIONAL MINI RALLY 

Wapakoneta KOA, OH 
Sandy Simbro 

Oct 4 – 9 
TDC INTERNATIONAL RALLY 

Elkhart Fairgrounds, Goshen IN 

Randy & Angie Bertsch 

Dave & Carol McIntosh 

Oct 25 – 30 

EASTERN REGIONAL RALLY 

Cape Hatteras Campground 

Outer Banks, NC 

Captain Rich Walter 

Oct 26 – 30 
WESTERN REGIONAL RALLY 

Vines RV Resort, Paso Robles CA 

Greg & Judi LaSalle 

Chris & Pam Lind 

Jan 13 – 17 
2021 

TAMPA SUPER SHOW  

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL RALLY 
TBA 

Check our website for Rally Flyers, details and registration information along with upcoming 
FMCA events.  Keep up to date!  

As more rallies and details become available they will be posted at  

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/ 

WHERE WE WILL GO NEXT?  

http://thordieselclub.org/23-2/
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