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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S LANE

First let me congratulate our new officers: Jack Arnold is our new President, Karen
Laird is our new Treasurer, Gary Smith volunteered to stay on for another term as
Member at Large and Bud Wheatly is filling the Member at Large vacancy left when
Jack Arnold stepped up to President. For Alternate FMCA Director we have Van
Melroe representing the Club. Our new Historian is Nancy Jarossy and our Newsletter
editor is Michele Yuskiewicz. Our Nominating Committee for the years 2016-17 are
Pat Koritta, Ed Chapman, Gil Mullins and Ed Starck. Congratulations to all the new
Officers!

IN THIS ISSUE




Our Regions are off to a fast start! We have already had two regional rallies: 

Thanks to Steve & Carol Stevens, and Regional Directors Ed & JoAnn Starck, we had
one in Colorado; thanks to Regional Directors J.R & Lou Roberston, we also had one
in Oklahoma. Malcom & Lydia Smith, who attended the Oklahoma regional rally are
going to host a mini rally in Louisiana. We will have a regional rally coming up in
Wisconsin and one in North Carolina. Our Regional theme is “Bringing the Rally to the
Members”. See the article in this Newsletter to learn more about the background of
regional areas and make sure you keep checking on our web site for a rally near you.
If you’d like to be a part of this initiative, contact the Regional Director in your area;
they are listed on our web site. If you’d consider being a Regional Director, we still
need someone to coordinate activities in the Western and Midwest areas. Check with
our Vice President, Pete Stojanovich, for more detailed information.
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 Happy Holidays
 Looking Ahead
 Editor’s Note

As my term as Club President comes to an end I want you all to know it has been my pleasure to lead and provide
direction for our Club since its inception in 2010. I’m sure you all know that my bride, Tina has been totally
involved right there along my side. I am also very proud of all the members who have stepped up to take a role
in the Club’s operation. As we move into 2016 I look forward to working with your new Board of officers as they
plan and guide the future efforts of our Club.
Stay involved in the Thor Diesel Club experience!

Fred

REGIONAL RECAP
“Bringing the Rally to the Members”
Regionalization of the Thor Diesel Club
The Thor Diesel Club was created in October 2010. Less than 70 coaches agreed to form a
club that Thor Motor Coach would recognize and provide some support. After 5 years of
strong growth and approaching 500 members, we are expanding our ability to reach out
to our newest members as well as those seasoned Club members that have been unable to
attend our existing rallies. By providing more convenient ways for our members to meet
other members, share experiences and attend rallies we will continue to strengthen the
bond we have with each other and with Thor Motor Coach.

Our latest initiative in this “Bringing the Rally to the Members” for 2015 is
Regionalization. We have set up nine geographical regions that coincide with the FMCA
regions. The Regions are Northeast, Eastern, Southeast, Great Lakes, Midwest,
South Central, Rocky Mountain, Northwest, and Western. These regions are
established to bring TDC activities to all those that want to have additional Club
activities closer to their location. By establishing these regions, members will find it
much easier to schedule and attend rallies in their geographical area. This new
approach allows more members to become involved in Club activities as well as
creating opportunities to meet others who own similar Thor diesel coaches.
Each Region has a Regional Director that oversees the activities of that Region. They
will assist members in their Region to meet each other to share experiences and enjoy
the company of other TDC members. By using their Regional Director/Coordinator,
members will have assistance setting up a local get together, scheduling a regional
Rally, forming a local TDC Chapter or just passing out information focused on their
particular Region.
For more information on the Regions, the Directors, and rallies go to our web site
at: http://thordieselclub.org/index.php/regions .
[Editor’s Note: As of this writing, the Club is still in need of Directors for the Midwest and Western Regions.]

Save the date: OCTOBER 2 – 7, 2016
TDC 2016 International rally, Goshen IN
Theme:

RALLY ROUND UP
Our Club has been very busy at several rallies around the country. Special
thanks go to all the great Rally Masters who donated their time and talent
in organizing these fun and unique events for all of us to enjoy. Following
are some highlights from the recent rallies which took place since the last
newsletter. If you think we had fun, you’re right! If you have not yet
experienced a rally, you don’t know what you’re missing, so try to not let
another fun adventure pass you by!

September 9-12, 2015 ~ Mini-Rally ~ Loveland, CO
Hosts & hostesses: Carolyn & Steve Stevens, Ed & JoAnn Starck
Location: Riverview RV Park

There were a total of 12 coaches in attendance. New members were welcomed!

BOBBY & JUDY NAFUS

DENNY & PEGGY WIDHALM

September 9-12, 2015 ~ Mini-Rally ~ Loveland, CO, continued

Daily breakfasts included such treats as toasted bagels with choices of toppings, homemade
breads (Thanks Carolyn!), fresh fruit, and of course coffee! All attendees gathered together to
enjoy afternoon social hour. One cool evening was perfect for a campfire gathering!

One evening, Ed & JoAnn Starck
graciously hosted happy hour at their
home in Windsor, Colorado.

Campgrounds can be interesting and you
never know who you will meet. Here is
Fred, meeting Iggy, the pot-bellied pig.
Iggy weighs in at 250 pounds, travels
regularly with his owners, and is wellbehaved & trained!

September 9-12, 2015 ~ Mini-Rally ~ Loveland, CO, continued

The weather was perfect for a golf day then touring the natural beauty of the area, especially Rocky
Mountain National Park. Conversation topics most evenings centered on the magnificent beauty of the
area, and wildlife sightings. Tina and Diane never spotted the elusive moose, although some lucky
explorers did!

One day, our hosts & hostesses arranged a tour of Art Castings of Colorado.
Loveland is known as sculpture city and after this tour, we all knew why.

September 9-12, 2015 ~ Mini-Rally ~ Loveland, CO, continued

Of course, one evening dinner was at a local country western bar – with live music and dancing!

FRED & TINA
ED & JOANN STARCK

CYNDI & BUD WHEATLEY
Few sights are more peaceful and serene than a beautiful sunset in the Rocky Mountains!

Thank you Diane Stojanovich for your contribution!

September 24-26, 2015 ~ South Central Region Meet ‘n Greet ~ Oklahoma City OK
Rally Masters: JR and Lou Robertson
Location: Twin Fountains RV Park
The South Central Region hosted their first regional rally in Oklahoma City. Rally
Masters JR and Lou Robertson planned a fun gathering. The weather was great and the
facilities at Twin Fountains RV Park were very nice. Twelve coaches were present, of which
five were attending their first Thor Diesel Club rally. It was great to socialize with club
members. Three Texas couples realized that they lived within 15 miles of each other!
Everyone got involved in meal preparation. The men stepped up to the task of preparing
breakfasts both days including big fluffy pancakes, crispy bacon, sausage and scrambled
eggs. Lou Robertson cooked a great Mexican style dinner of taquito casserole and tacos with
all the toppings. One evening was Spud Night with honking big baking potatoes loaded with
chili, cheese and bacon. There was an abundance of delicious potluck desserts. Another
night the group ate out at Ann’s Fry House, featuring wonderful chicken fried steak and
meatloaf. Thanks to Malcolm and Lydia Smith for the recommendation!
Although a selection of games were proposed, people were more inclined to just sit and
talk, welcoming the opportunity to get to know other members of the Club. The great
fellowship enjoyed there inspired the group to consider plans for future regional rallies.

Several attendees enjoyed the Segway Tour!

Thank you Nancy Jarossy and JR & Lou Robertson for your contribution!

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN
Rally Masters: Al & Dee Kedz, Gary & Kay Adams, Tom & Judi Copeland
Theme: We R All THOR RVing
Location: Elkhart County 4-H Fairgrounds, Goshen IN
Our Rally Masters worked for a full year planning, organizing, and finally
executing a wonderful Rally in Elkhart County, IN better known as RV Country!
We had a magnificent 6 days packed with fellowship, seminars, entertainment,
socializing, and making new memories. There were 94 coaches in attendance
representing 30 states!
Let the following photo essay tell the story of a wonderful Rally Week!

WELCOME
To the 2015
International Rally
We R All Thor RVing!

We are proud of where we come from and invited each other to visit our home states by sharing
fun facts, tourism brochures, and displaying our home state flags!

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

Every day we enjoyed delicious food and wonderful company!

And we had cake, too!

Who could forget our first night’s Pot Luck!?

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

We are nothing if we are not generous!
We raised money for several worthy causes. The 50/50 raffle proceeds were donated to a different
community cause each night PLUS each winner graciously donated their share back to the charity. Our
biggest raffle was a beautiful, handmade quilt, with all proceeds donated to Homes For Our Troops.

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

Among the myriad daily activities were informative and educational seminars, crafts
lessons, and a variety of vendors to appeal to everyone’s interests… and in some cases,
appetites!

SEMINARS….

VENDORS….

CRAFTS….

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

A TDC International Rally would not be complete without a . . .

FACTORY TOUR
HAPPY CAMPERS

ALL ABOARD!

REGISTRATION

We couldn’t wait to get back to the
Rally to check out what’s new for 2016
at the Coach Display!

Which one did you order?

THEN…

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

We played . . .

And we played . . .

And we played some more!

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

The tradition continues… and they will play for us next year too!

It wasn’t all play time. At our Membership Meeting we voted for the new
Board of Directors and we said Thank You to two special people. Election
results can be found on our website http://thordieselclub.org/

Thank you, Fred and Tina, for all your years of dedication and service to the
members of the THOR DIESEL CLUB.

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

There was a Social Hour each day, sponsored by our friends at the factory…

… who joined us for fellowship one night.

EVERYONE WENT HOME A WINNER!

October 4-9, 2015 ~ Fall International Rally ~ Goshen IN, continued

The Rally Masters would like to thank everyone who helped make this International Rally a
success. If you donated your time in any way, or if you were just in attendance, it is with the
continued involvement of TDC members that our Club remains vital and continues to not only
thrive, but give back to the community.

PHOTO CREDITS for this article: Nancy Jarossy, Tommy Mitrakos, David Weymouth

October 25-30, 2015 ~ Mini- Rally ~ “Autumn at the Outer Banks, NC
Rally Masters: Al & Dee Kedz, Jim & Coby Olson
Location: Camp Hatteras RV Resort, Cape Hatteras NC

We had 22 rigs present in windy but pleasant weather which turned
out to be just great for kite flying…
…and sandcastle building!

This campground situated between the
ocean and sound made a perfect place for
our activities. The famous annual "Bean
Bag Baseball" game was held, much to the
delight of all!

October 25-30, 2015 ~ Mini- Rally ~ “Autumn at the Outer Banks, NC, continued

Our speakers on the Wright Bros and the movie "Nights in Rodanthe" were more than we
expected. There was free time for touring and exploring this area which is rich in history and
folk lore.

The annual "Egg in the Bag breakfast" was a real success as were all the meals due to the
help of members pitching in. This is what makes TDC family special. Next year the rally will
be held Oct 23-28, 2016 here at Camp Hatteras.

FAREWELL UNTIL NEXT YEAR!

If you want to hear more, just ask anyone who attended this year what they thought of it;
and I am sure that after hearing about this wonderful event, you will be joining us for the next
one!
Thank you Al Kedz for the article, and Vallerie Lee for photos!

Looking Ahead
UPCOMING RALLIES AND GET-TOGETHERS
Date

Event

Contact

January 12-17

Tampa Super Show

Ron Rickard

April 11-13
April 18-24

April 24-29

South Central Region Rally
Breaux Bridge LA
TDC Mini Pre Rally
Marion NC
TDC Spring Rally
Spring in the Smokies
Sevierville TN

Malcolm & Lydia Smith
Bob Smith
Jack & Kelly Arnold
Jim & Coby Olson

Oct 2-7

TDC International Rally
Goshen IN

Trudy & Nick Greco
Nancy & Jay Jarossy
Malcolm & Lydia Smith

Oct 23-28

Outer Banks Mini Rally
Cape Hatteras NC

Al & Dee Kedz

These are just the rallies currently planned to date. Additional rallies may be added at any
time in an area near you. Why not host your own rally? To keep current with planned
rallies, please visit our website at http://thordieselclub.org/index.php/rallies.

Whether you celebrate Christmas, Chanukah or Kwanzaa, may your
Holiday be merry and your New Year healthy and prosperous!

“Now It’s My Turn”
A note from the editor

It’s been quite a challenge stepping into the role of Newsletter Editor!

Although

I’ve had plenty of experience in crafting newsletters for non-profits and
educational institutions, I have never had such huge shoes to fill, as I do now with
filling in for outgoing Editor, Vallerie Lee. Although small in stature, if you know
Vallerie at all you know that she is a far from slight in presence. After having read
through her previous newsletter editions I immediately found that the task at
hand would be somewhat daunting. Along with trying to somehow match the
fluidity of her editorial skills, I was fortunate (?) to have received literally
hundreds of photos from which to select to highlight the articles received. I hope
you enjoyed reading this edition as much I did in putting it together. If there is
anything that you would like to see included in the future, please feel free to let
me know.
I have set up an email account dedicated to this job. Please send all future
correspondence (including Rally summaries and photos) to me at:
ThorDieselClubNews@gmail.com
I would also like to start running pieces on your newsworthy life events:


if you had a fantastic RV trip and would like to share some
information and photos;



if you have a new edition in your family (human baby or furbaby);



if you have some RV tech tips (specifically Thor-related!)
or RV decorating ideas. This is YOUR Club, so let’s make
this newsletter be about YOU! I look forward to hearing
from you!

I hope to see you soon at the next Rally event. Until then, travel safely and
Happy New Year!
~

Michele Yuskiewicz

